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Key Peninsula Historical Society HISTORICAL
Goals for 2017 (developed October 11, 2016) SOCIETY & MUSEUM

Goal A: Preserve our history

+ Continue to scan photos and information.

* Copy binders for public use.

* Begin restoration/preservation work on Vaughn Library Hall.

Goal B: Present our history

* Provide educational opportunities to school children and other
community groups.

» Complete historical markers at Gateway Park and Minter Creek Park

Dear Members and Friends,

Wow, it's been a busy time since | have written last. Our Annual meeting produced some new faces on our board including Diane Jackman,
Bart Wolf and Jack Shirts so check out all your representatives in this newsletter. Your executive board is myself, Judy Mills, President, Robert
Whitman, Vice President, Cathy Williams, Treasurer and joining us as Secretary, Christine Anderson. | am so grateful for the support of all
these talented and hard-working historians. We also had an update on the history of Peninsula Light Co. from Jonathan White. Did you know
that Home had a major influence in the development? We also learned that the utility that serves us appears to be well prepared for any
possible disasters that might occur in our communities.

We added to our Peninsula High School scholarship with another successful event at EI Sombrero. It is always fun to meet and greet neighbors
and friends while raising funds to support our local students. This year we are able to give two $500 scholarships.

April was a little quieter as we continued our clean-out and discoveries at the Vaughn Library Hall. We also prepared our nomination for historic
status with Pierce County which was reviewed by the Landmarks Commission and has been resubmitted with a few revisions. It is quite a
learning process, but well worth the effort.

May found us preparing for the Garage sale held at the Key Peninsula Civic Center. We were able to sell some of our non-historical items from
the Hall and donations from members. Proceeds are now in our Hall Fund.

Our June visits from Vaughn Elementary were very memorable events with a total of 120 students participating in the activities. Please see the
write-up and picture inside.

We will continue working at the Hall and at the museum where we have many projects under construction, such as reorganizing and scanning
our notebooks, catching up on accessions, and working on updating display cases with new paint and labels. If any of these areas are of
interest to you, please let me know.

SAVE THE DATE, SATURDAY, AUGUST 19, for our ICE CREAM SOCIAL FUNDRAISER . We are grateful to be hosted by Fred Leenstra
and Wanda Buhl on their farm in Longbranch. Children are welcome with responsible parental supervision. They have an extensive collection
of antique tractors, cars and even a gypsy wagon and calliope. Their “museum” is also too good to miss. In addition, we will have author David
J. Jepsen, professor of history at Tacoma Community College, who, with co author David J. Norberg, professor of history at Green River
Community College, have written a new book called Contested Boundaries. It covers areas of Northwest history that have been left out, such
as African Americans, Women and Native Americans. The authors describe it as a “hybrid” between a textbook and a collection of essays.

Think that is all for now. Enjoy your summer and we’ll see you at the museum or at Longbranch in August.
My best to you all,

Judy A. Mills, President
253-884-2511 or djmills@centurytel.net

Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. Nothing can be done without hope and confidence. —Helen Keller

Saturday, August 19 — Ice Cream Social Fundraiser
The Fred Leenstra and Wanda Buhl Farm, Longbranch
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Thank You

A Big Thank You to Our Community Support Network @
E Somtners Cabin by the Sound

El Sombrero Family Mexican Restaurant, Key Center
Food Market, Key Center

Trader Joe’s, University Place

Cash and Carry, Bremerton

Purdy Costless Pharmacy

Albertson’s, North Gig Harbor

Cape E Farm and Vineyard

Home Association Band, led by Dr. Roes
Ben Cheney Foundation

Main and Vine

Fred Meyer, Gig Harbor

Subway, Key Center

Angel Guild, Key Center

Rusty Roots Bluegrass Band

Key Peninsula Parks

Key Peninsula Civic Center

Longbranch Improvement Club and Marina
Blue Grass Minstrels Band

Towey Productions, LLC

Lighthouse Coffee

Capitol Lumber

Can you identify this object?

What is it? The object in last month’s MM was not identified by anyone, so
we will continue to search for its identity. This month we have an object found
in the basement of the Vaughn Library Hall. The picture is of the smallest
version, although there are two larger sizes. It is metal and heavy for its size.
Is it for logging, boating, building, or 7?7

First correct answer wins a copy of Logging the Great Forests by

Leroy Challender.

Respond to our email address at kphsmuseum@gmail.com

Rainy weather even in 1855
An opinion piece by John Tompkins called "The Season” appeared in the May 31, 1855, Puget Sound Courier,
published in Steilacoom:

“Well, March went out, April came in, and with it, cold, wet, disagreeable weather, and a universal spirit of
discontent, and a disposition to 'growl.'

"Throughout the entire month, and even up to this, the last day of May, it has been precisely the same, and
some amongst us profess to be so thoroughly disgusted with the weather .... that they threaten to leave the
Territory altogether.”

KPHS Scholarship

Key Peninsula Historical Society was pleased to award our two $500 scholarships to Anna Marshal, continuing at George Fox
University, majoring in political science with a minor in Mandarin Chinese and Mikayla Hoover, attending Washington State
University, majoring in accounting and international business with a goal to work for nonprofits.

Janet Botnen and Ron Schillinger were kind enough to present the scholarships at the awards ceremony where over $322,000
was given to the Peninsula High School graduating seniors. Thank you to selection committee members Cynthia Wolfe, Bart
Wolfe and Judy Mills.

Our scholarship funds are raised through our EI Sombrero-supported dinners and receipts from the Food Market.
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Remembrances

All these amazing women have contributed to the growth and development of our museum and will be greatly missed

Addie McMenamin After a life filled with family, friends and laughter, Addie McMenamin
passed away peacefully on April 8, 2017, at her home in Oceanside, California, following a

brief illness. Addie touched many lives during her 20+ years in the Occidental College Alumni
Office, her first 20 years of retirement on Filucy Bay in Longbranch, Washington, and her

15 years of retirement in Oceanside. She was 97 years old. Her husband John passed away in
2014. During the time Addie and her husband John lived on the Key Peninsula, they were active
in @ number of organizations, including the Longbranch Improvement Club, the Dr. Penrose
Orthopedic Guild and the Key Peninsula Historical Society and Museum.

=

R

"~ John and Addie Mc
We remember them for their commitment to preserving the history of the Key Peninsula and the enthusiasm they brought to
the Historical Society and Museum. One of their projects in Washington was to help Ray Arledge write his book “Early Days of
the Key Peninsula.” In addition to helping Ray with the research, Addie used their computer to create and edit the text, and
John worked on obtaining and organizing the photographs in the book. They also worked with the publisher to have it
published in 1998. This endeavor spurred their interest in the history of Key Peninsula, and resulted in their active participation
in the creation of the Key Peninsula Historical Society's museum.

After 20 memory-filled years in Washington, John and Addie started their second retirement by
selling their home in Washington and moving to Oceanside, California, to be closer to their families. As was the case in
Washington, they were active in the Ocean Hills retirement community where they lived.

Information taken from Forever Missed article by the McMenamin’s son, Don

Helen Fravel long-time Longbranch resident, passed away in December. A memorial service was held at the Longbranch
Community Church in January . Helen will be remembered as a long-time Key Peninsula Historical Society and Museum
member and supporter of our events and activities.

Betty Louise Beal was born in Port Orchard on March 18, 1928, and passed away on Tuesday, March 14, 2017. She lived
at Carney Lake where she had spent summers as a child and eventually raised her family after she and husband Bob moved
there permanently. She was very active in the community with the Boy Scouts, the Angel Guild and was a faithful docent and
supporter of the Key Peninsula Historical Society and Museum, always willing to volunteer her time for its cause.

2016 Annual Fund Gifts in Memory of:
Donald Rose from Rhonda Anderson & Tom Eshom

Hazel Kingsbury from Carla & Ron Kingsbury
Joyce Niemann
Don & Judy Mills

Michael J. Mills from Judy & Don Mills

Ivar & Mary Highberg from Mary Anne MacDonald

Carl Lorenz from Mark Scott

Sylvia & George Allen from Leila & George Luginbill

Harold Curtis Knudson from Judy & Don Mills Judy Bradshaw
Toshie Wright Colleen & Frank Slater
Trulia Knudson Joyce Ne|mann
Margaret Hansen Arlene Stang
f::ésls:;mii”away Nancy & Bruce McDonald
Robert Koreis Margot & Leroy Danforth

Evelyn Evans from Tim Kezele

Chet Dadisman from Tim Kezele




From Our Current Exhibit

Connecting Key Peninsula’s past to its present through historic photos.

Vaughn School
Vaughn School #35 was built in 1885 by the men and boys of the community and was the first schoolhouse in
Vaughn. The land was donated by John Alverson, while William Wright provided the logs. It was one large room
with a square of painted board for the blackboard. When two new schools were built it became a private residence.
A part of the original log wall can be seen near the electric meter and a Royal Ann cherry tree, survives after having
been planted when the school was new. Teacher, Miss Huselby, stands behind the children in about 1893.

Vaughn #35 Then Vaughn #35 Now

Vaughn Elementary School Visitors

On June 2: fourth graders visited the museum
followed by the third grade classes on June 5. They
participated in a variety of Key Peninsula pioneer
activities, such as washing clothes, churning butter,
logging with peavey and more. These were
presented by our volunteer docents as a follow up to
the study of our early history as provided by our
Society with the “Traveling History Totes.” They were
developed to meet state standards by our educational
chair, Christine Anderson. The teachers have been
using the totes that include power points, books,
maps, and other resources, to give the students a
background on the history of the Key Peninsula. We
have been able to provide this information with the

generous support of the Angel Guild grant program. Mrs. Michaels and the fourth grade class

Visit the museum to learn about the other historic schools and how they look now.



More Discoveries from the Vaughn Library Hall

Volunteers from the Key Peninsula Historical Society continue to make progress in the restoration of the Vaughn Library Hall.
Weekly work sessions have emptied the building of much of the debris and contents accumulated through the years. Recently,
many of the objects, not of historical value, found in the building were sold at the Civic Center Garage Sale, proceeds going
toward restoration of the Hall. Unsold items were donated to charity. Removing wall coverings which were added when the
building became a private residence has revealed details of its original construction as well as changes and additions made
through its history. Some decades old graffiti also was found on the walls behind the stage area. There are names of plays
performed in the 1930’s and lists of the high school actors.

A structural engineer has been engaged, thanks to funds from a Ben Cheney grant, who will work with Barton Wolfe, our
resident Architect, to analyze the building. He will help us determine what will need to be done to make the building structurally
sound and create a plan for restoring it to the way it looked when it was a public meeting place. The Society is now actively
pursuing historical nomination status for the Hall at both the County and State levels with an eye to National Historic designation.

View into the tower top with base of original flagpole

N

Main Hall with many doors énd tower e~ntry at left

Original shingles



Save the Date!

Key Peninsula Historical Society
Fundraiser

* ICE CREAM SOCIAL ‘a

$10 per person or $25 for a famil_y of four

Hosted at the Farm of Wanda Buhl and Fred Leenstra
7913 Yeazell Rd. KPS Longbranch, WA 98351

See their antique tractors, cars, wagons, & museum

Photos courtesy of Richard Hildahl and Wanda Buhl

Special presentation of “Contested Boundaries,” book
by David J. Jepsen, co-authored with David J. Norberg




Museum Activities — 2017

Weekly Work Parties Tuesdays, 10:00am ‘til done

Penrose Park Presentation on Camping at Penrose Park (3 events) June 15, 8:00pm to be rescheduled due to weather
Stories of the early campers — from the Puget Salish People to the Penrose family July 20, 8:00pm; August 17, 7:00pm

Ice Cream Social with antique farm implements, cars, “museum.” Introduction of “Contested The Leenstra Farm

Boundaries,” a new book by authors David J. Jepsen and David J. Norberg. Saturday, August 19, 2017 2:00-5:00pm

This is our annual fundraiser and the cost is $10 per person or $25 per 4-member family. 7913 Yeazell Rd. KPS, Longbranch WA 98351
Farm Tour Booth Saturday, October 7 10:00am — 4:00pm
Gateway Park, Key Peninsula Parks

Annual Planning Retreat Tuesday, October 10  10:00am —4:00pm

El Sombrero Fundraiser, Key Center Monday, Oct 23 from 5:00-9:00pm

Teacher Open House TBA

Little Buddies visit to the museum TBA - October or November

Appreciation Open House/Winter Warm-up Saturday, Nov. 11 10:00am — 3:00pm

Additional Education Opportunities Available Upon Request
» Home School: History of the Key Peninsula Forest

* Boy and Girl Scouts: Museum visit and KP History

* History of Penrose Park

* Classroom visits

Close for weather November 23

Society board meetings are held the first Tuesday of the Month year around. 10:30 coffee and memories. 11:00 meeting starts. All are welcome.
Weekly work parties — 10:00am

Remember that with our switch to a calendar year
dues were due December 31, 2016, and are payable now.
Individual $10, Family $25, Patron $100, Business $50, VIP $250,
Life Time $1,000

Name: Key Peninsula Historical Society Membership Form

Address:

E-mail:
Phone:
Level of membership:  [ISingle - $10 CIFamily - $25 [Patron-$100 [IBusiness-$50 [IVIP-$250 [ILife Time —$1,000 or more
L] New L] Renew

Museum donation or gift: Total — Check —_—_ Cash

Are you interested in volunteering? L] Yes LI No L1 Maybe later
Mail to: Key Peninsula Historical Society, 17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA 98394.




Museum Business

Key Peninsula Historical Society

Mission Statement

The mission of the Key Peninsula Historical Society is to gather, record, preserve and disseminate information on the history of the
Pierce County area generally known as the “Key Peninsula,” so that succeeding generations of residents will have a firm and
accurate record from early exploration and settlement to the present.

Membership is important and can be a great gift for birthdays, Christmas or thank you’s. 2016 dues were payable by December 31, 2015, to be
current, but your membership is extremely important to us at any time as the strong foundation of the Key Peninsula Historical Society. Have you thought
about the value of our historical society to our community?

Together we:

1. Collect, preserve, study, interpret, share the history of the Key Peninsula.
2. Act as a resource for research to individuals, families, businesses, organizations, governments, schools and authors.
3. Encourage members of the community to explore and celebrate our ongoing history.
4. Develop community bonds between friends and neighbors.
KPHS Members as of Paul & Elise Michaels Annual Fund Donors for 2017
June 18, 2017 Loyd&& Sharoq Ll Kurt & Christine Anderson Janet Botnen & Ron Schillinger
Dee & Jim Adams '\D/lon. iugyg\_/“”;l,” A Betty Beal - Mark Scott
Ronda Anderson & Tom Eshom K?Tn Gobm 1y é S . Ma)”ml y Gayle & Shirley Brewer Myvanwy & Frank Shirley
Marilyn Amold M”S Lne, &aL.e M'ﬁc 2 FI S ! Marguerite Bussard Colleen & Frank Slater
Christine & Kurt Anderson (P) R'atr: e(\jNM. |saP His & Family L‘.JC'”e Daplel Becky Alexander & Don Tjossem
Randy Babich bt [l 7} Dick & Julie Day Marlies & Dick VanCise
Betty Beal Charles Morgan Anne & Robert Delaney e W
Kellie Bennett e s . Joe & Peggy Dervaes Betsy & Doug Wheeler
Leona Britt (H) phem & carand Nicholson Donna & Gary Docken John Whitman
Mavis & Ken Brown everly fiemann Eloise Richardson & Robert Evans Robert & Mabel Whitman
Marguerite Bussard JChns h:\;gmann H Nap Feagin Cathy & Ted Williams
Nancy & Lynn Carr Noy(ieN' (I () Elvin Floberg Cynthia & Bart Wolfe
Tony & Nicole Carr WOTt ﬁmz?n 5 Joanna Gormly
Jamie & John Crase It INg ol Barbara & George Heard
Michael Dadisman EeelylEsn Phyllis Henry
i i Katherine & Jim Olsen Connie & Rich Hildahl
Lucille Daniel .
i i Jan & Denny Prichard Rob Hord & Ondine Bonser
Dick & Julie Day
Anne & Bob Delaney Slle'n P(S)Z(%ZT)la (B) Andreg & John Jewell
Joe & Peggy Dervaes s aine QUIIQ Iey PJ & Tim Kezele
Donna & Gary Docken (L) Jugaf;?. uigley Karen Klehlmqer
Bob Evans & Eloise Richardson ucy riggs Ron & Carla Kingsbury
Nan Feagin Janet & Dave Robertson Betsy Kruse & Bill Drummond
Elvin Floberg Dr. Williams Roes (B) Wanda Buhl & Fred Leenstra
Joanna Gormly Heather Rogers Virginia Liebergesell -
s B Dulcie Schillinger (H) Leila & George Luginbil
Dan Handa Janet Botnen & Ron Schillinger Bruce & Margo MacDonald
Barbara & George Heard Maric Scoft , Mary Anne H. MacDonald
: Myvanwy & Frank Shirley Mary Mazur
Phyllis Henry (P) Jack Shirt (BN
Rich & Connie Hildahl CaCII '&SF St JilMcJury
Rob Hord & Ondine Bonser Golleen " ra; ater Loyd & Sharon Miller
Tom & Nancy Howard ail Sparks (P) Judy & Don Mills
Linda & Gerald Strand Richard Minor
Nancy & Tom Howard . , il .
g Linda & Steve Strittmatter William & Carland Nicholson
Andrea & Jack Jewell R e Beverly Niemann
: Donald Tjossem & Becky Alexander Chris Niemann
PJ & Tim Kezele (B)
. ; Clark & Barbara Van Bogart Joyce Niemann
Karen Kiehlmeier Mariies & Dick Van Ci s b
Carla & Ron Kingsbury Earllesw ICk Van Lise Noel Niemann
Betsy Kruse & Bill Drummond Bu;uce& DernerWh | Katherine & Jim Olson D — Donor
Wanda Buhl & Fred Leenstra etsy & Uoug Wheeler Jan & Dennis Prichard P — Pat
Darcie Long John Whitman Judy Riggs atron
; A= Robert & Mabel Whitman B — Business
Leila & George Luginbill - e
Cathy & Ted Williams (P) L — Lifetime
Margo & Bruce MacDonald Cvnthia & Bart Wol
Mary Anne H. MacDonald ynthia & Bart Volte H — Honorary
Mary Mazur
Jill McJury

This is our current list. If you do not find your name and believe you paid your dues, please let us know. Send to KPHS, 17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA 98394




Ways you can support our efforts to preserve
and present the history of the
Key Peninsula

W AR

HISTORICAL

SOCIETY & MUSEUM

Fred Meyer Community Rewards Program

Fred Meyer will donate up to $2.5 million each year to non-profit organizations like the Key Peninsula Historical
Society. All you have to do is link your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to the Key Peninsula Historical Society or use our
NPO (non-profit number) #81208. You can also use our name -- Key Peninsula Historical Society. Every time you
shop at Fred Meyer and use your Rewards Card, a portion of the purchase price will be donated to support the
museum.  www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4

'B' Caring Program through Bartell's Drug Stores

Next time you visit your local Bartell's ask for a B Caring card application and designate the

Key Peninsula Historical Society as your non-profit of choice and up to 4% of your purchase price will be donated to
the Museum. Already have a card and want to add KPHS? Log into your account online or call 800-931-6258 and add
the Key Peninsula Historical Society. http://www.bartelldrugs.com/b-caring-card

AmazonSmile Program

Do you shop at Amazon.com? If you do Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases to Key Peninsula Historic Society whenever you shop on AmazonSmile. AmazonSmile is the same
Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service. Just log in using the following link and you can get
started. https:/smile.amazon.com

The projects of the Key Peninsula Historical Society and Museum would not be possible without the
generous support of our members and donors.

Museum Store
Our museum store offers a variety of books, mugs, t-shirts, maps and family tree charts. . If you are looking gifts while our store is
closed, please call 253-884-2511 for a special opening to buy a bit of KP history.

Videos

On your next visit to the museum be sure to ask the docent to show you our videos on logging: “Steam Logging in History and
Models,” “Spar Tree,” the “Geoduck Film” and “Our Town.”

Peninsula High School Scholarship

This year we participated in the valuable scholarship program at PHS. In an effort to increase our support for next year we are
asking you to save and send us your Food Market receipts so we can receive 1% of the sales through the generosity of your local
Food Market in Key Center and Lake Kathryn. You can either drop off the receipts at the museum or send to KPHS at 17010 S.
Vaughn Rd. KPN at Vaughn, WA. 98394.

Memorial Donations
All memorial donations are used to preserve and present the history of the Key Peninsula and are a wonderful way to remember
loved ones and friends.
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https://smile.amazon.com/

ﬁou can help!

* Help us compute.
Share your computer skills with those who are just learning.

» Be adocent for the museum.
Help keep the museum open by donating three hours once or twice a month on Tuesdays or Saturdays.

» Help us sort and categorize current items in the museum.
* Help us with some carpentry and other maintenance projects.

Short on funds but you want to help the museum this year? Here are some ideas that might work for you:

* We need representation on the board from the Wauna and Horseshoe Lake area.
QI 253.884.2511 or 253.884.5403 to find out what skills you can contribute to your museum.

President
Judy Mills

Vice President
Bob Whitman
Treasurer

Cathy Williams
Secretary
Christine Anderson

Membership
Bob Whitman and Judy Mills

Store Manager
Becky Alexander
Docent Calendar
Mavis Brown
Publicity

Colleen Slater

Education
Christine Anderson

Grants
Don Tjossem

PHS Scholarship Receipts
Mavis Brown

Oral History

Colleen Slater, Bob Whitman, Bob Evans,
Eloise Richardson

Sunshine

Mavis Brown

Program Coordinator

Christine Anderson

Facebook
Leila Luginbill
Webmaster
Rob Hord

Special Projects
Paul Michaels, Bob Whitman, Bart Wolfe

Newsletter, Publications
Cathy Williams

Members at Large

Colleen Slater — Vaughn

Darcie Long — Key Center
Christine Anderson — Longbranch
Cathy Williams — Home

Jim Greetham - Lakebay

Paul Michaels — Glencove
Robert Whitman — Minter Creek
Wauna - Jack Shirts

Darcie Long — at large

Bart Wolfe — at large

Marjorie Summerfelt — at large
Diane Jackman — at large

Ron Schillinger — at large

Joyce Neimann - President Emeritus
Herron — Open

Rocky Bay — Open
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