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Key Peninsula Historical Society HISTORICAL
Goals for 2015 (developed October 17, 2014) SOCIETY & MUSEUM

Preservation

« Achieve preservation of community scrapbooks.

* Collect and present oral history from residents of the Key Peninsula.
* Improve community access to memorial scrapbooks.

Presentation

* Increase community awareness, participation and membership.

* Improve directions to museum along major thoroughfares.

Progress

* Explore long-range plans for development and expansion of museum facilities.
+ Improve office and storage utilization.

Personnel

+ Develop a broader base of docents and volunteers.

« Explore the potential for utilizing consultants, interns, contractors.

Dear Museum Family and Friends,

As | look ahead to planning for our annual retreat to set goals for next year, | want to thank all the wonderful people who have helped achieve our goals
for this year. | have had the opportunity to work and play with them on a regular basis at board meetings and the many events sponsored by the
Society. They are Bob Whitman, Cathy Williams, Darcie Long, Christine Anderson, Colleen Slater, Joyce Niemann, Dulcie Schillinger, Betty VanSlyke,
Mavis Brown, Paul Michaels, Shirley Olson, Danna Webster, Ron Schillinger, Don Tjossem, Connie Hildahl, Leila Luginbill, Marjorie Summerfelt and
my spouse, Don Mills. | can always count on them to help set up or run our unique variety of programs, bringing their energy and creative ideas to the
table every month and for every event in which they are able to participate. In addition, many of the board members act as docents along with Betty
Beal, Joe Dervaes and Ronda Anderson who help keep the doors open for our visitors.

One program that makes me especially proud was presented by Cathy and Christine to the campers at Penrose during June, July and August on the
history of Penrose Park and the Penrose family. Each year the program grows with more and more campers becoming aware of our history on the Key
Peninsula. Thank you both for your time and dedication.

Among those goals completed was the finale of the Faraway Centennial Celebration that took place after five years of annual events that included
several well-received cruises. The culmination was a birthday party with treasures in photos and artifacts from the history of Faraway and the
McDermott family. These were presented under the direction of the Faraway committee chair, Connie Hildahl, and the dedicated members Karen
Poole, Jan Prichard, Christine Anderson, Linda Strand and Joy Hanson. In addition to providing entertaining and educational historical activities each
year, this hard-working committee’s efforts have raised funds for the benefit of the museum and its programs. Connie also finished and published her
book Echoes of Faraway. Our thanks to them and their spouses for jobs well done.

As part of our a long-term presentation goal we are implementing our school-based “Traveling History Totes,” spearheaded by Christine Anderson,
piloted at Vaughn Elementary School and implemented at the museum by Paul Michaels, Ron Schillinger, Kurt Anderson, Don Mills, Mavis Brown and
myself. Thanks to a grant from the Angel Guild, we will provide kits this coming year to Minter and Evergreen.

Preservation and presentation leads us to our service contract with Key Pen Parks where we provide research and development information relating to
the park properties. This year we chose Taylor Bay Park, named after Charlie Taylor, reported to be the first permanent settler on the Key Peninsula
(1852). Charlie had a long and interesting life from his origins in England, his travels that led him here, and the impact that he had on this community.
Christine has been instrumental in developing an excellent powerpoint presentation of his story that can be viewed on your next visit to the museum.

Finally, thanks to you, our members, for responding to our survey and giving us clear guidelines for the future. We will be developing new goals and
objectives for the 2016 year on Friday, October 16, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the VFW room at the Civic Center. Your input is important, so if you are
interested in participating in person, let me know so you can be included in the lunch count. Otherwise, please send your suggestions by email, phone
or mail to me or any board member.

With Warm Regards,
Judy A. Mills, President
253-884-2511 or djmills@centurytel.net

Do something wonderful, people may imitate it. —Albert Schweitzer
Visit us on Facebook at : www.facebook.com/KPHistoricalSociety and at our new website keypeninsulamuseum.org

History a la Mode - Ice Cream Social Farm Tour
Sept 26, 2:00-4:00pm — KP Civic Center October 3, 10:00am - 4:00pm
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Thank You

Thank You once again to our friends at the

Angel Guild who so kindly have supported

our projects at the museum. With their generosity
we are able to purchase the materials necessary
for the “Traveling History Totes” for the 3rd and 4th grade classes at
Minter and Evergreen schools. They made this donation in memory of
one of their founding members, Marge Radonich, who was also a very
active board member for the Historical Society and a valuable historian
on the Key Peninsula.

A Big Thank You to Our Community Support Network

ARC, Tacoma Subway, Key Center @
El Sombrero Family Mexican Restaurant, Key Center Angel Guild, Key Center

Food Market, Key Center Rusty Roots Bluegrass Band

Trader Joe’s, University Place Key Peninsula Parks

Cash and Carry, Bremerton Key Peninsula Civic Center

Purdy Costless Pharmacy Longbranch Improvement Club and Marina
Albertson’s, North Gig Harbor Blue Grass Minstrels Band

Cape E Farm and Vineyard Towey Productions, LLC

Home Association Band, led by Dr. Roes

Recent Activities

One of the Penrose Park
evening lectures where
campers heard about the
history of the peninsula and the
park. Attendance over

3 evenings this year was
approximately 178 people.



From Our Current Exhibit

As Peninsula communities grew, residents looked for the
opportunities to build permanent community gathering places.

The halls were constructed from locally cut timber and located in a central place for wagon
and rowboat traffic. Each hall on the Peninsula was unique, but every community used its
hall for dances, parties, plays, business meetings and judicial proceedings.

Vaughn
Library Hall
1894
Storekeeper Harry Coblentz
donated the property, and other
residents offered their labor and
materials. They constructed the
hall by adding walls and a roof
to the outdoor dance floor.
Books were moved into the
building, and it became the
library and meeting place.

Vaughn Library Hall

COMMUNITY HALLS

Home
Liberty Hall
1903
Liberty Hall was well known for
cultural presentations and social
activities. There were plays,
concerts, discussions and
lectures, as well as dances and
parties. The hall was quite
accessible, so many residents
from around the area attended
the advertised events.

Longbranch
Library Hall
1906

The hall was the center of
community life. Dances and
seasonal festivals brought
everyone together for
socializing and entertainment.
The wood-frame structure was
built by volunteers. Part of the
dirt floor basement was used as
a kitchen.

Lakebay Liberty Hall

Lakebay
Community Hall

1922

Lakebay's Modern Woodsmen
Club helped build the hall on
land donated by the Cooper
family. Folks came from as far
as Herron Island to enjoy plays,
dances, fairs and silent movies.
Each year a Christmas party
was held for the local children.




From Our Current Exhibit

We don’t have a picture of the Lakebay Community Hall that later became a
roller skating rink, but the doorknobs from this hall now grace the office door
of the KP museum.

Other halls vital to their communities were at;

Glencove: It was built about 1906 at the head of the bay and was a one
story building consisting of a large room with a stage, a smaller meeting room
and a kitchen heated with a wood stove. Dances, dinners, school programs,
Sunday school classes and Upper Sound Grange meetings were held there
in addition to a library housed in the building.

Wauna: It was built in the late 1890’s near the hotel and store. Dances were
held and during World War | bandages were rolled by the neighborhood
women. The Wauna Social Club hosted plays, sing-alongs and box socials.

Lewis Lake: A chicken house was converted to a community hall where
dances and other events were held.

Victor: Their hall was built during the depression in 1932 with funds raised
quickly by the ladies’ sewing circle, local grange and community club. They
held their first dance on a shellacked floor that had not dried so their feet
stuck to the floor. They threw cornmeal on the floor so the dancers could
move and swept it up the next day to re-sand the floor. This hall exists today
and is a community gathering place.

If anyone has pictures of any of these community halls we would be very
grateful if you would share them with us.




Ready for Farm Tour at Gateway Park

Fall is the time
for cider at the

Huckleberry machine -
getting ready for the Farm Tour

Huckleberry

Huckleberry plckers backpacks Cleaner
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Key Peninsula Historical Society

Preserving & Presenting

History a la Mode

Sept 26t 2:00—-4:00pm
KP Civic Center

Enjoy an ice cream sundae and listen to
the adventures of the Peninsula’s pioneers

Author Colleen Slater will share the struggles,
adventures and good times of pioneer families who

made the Peninsula their home.



Museum Activities — 2015

September Quarterly Meeting — “History a la Mode” with author Colleen Slater and her new Saturday, September 26, 2:00 —4:00pm
book Peninsula Pioneers. Music by the Down Home Band. Ice Cream Sundaes being served!

Fall Preschool Story Times 34 Thursday, 11:00-11:30am
Farm Tour Booth October 3, 10:00am - 4:00pm
Annual Board Planning Retreat Friday, October 16 10:00am — 4:00pm

VFW Room, KP Civic Center

Key Peninsula Museum Appreciation Open House — Saturday, November 7 10:00am - 3:00pm
“Early Communities Celebrate Christmas”

Additional Education Opportunities available upon request
* Home School: History of Key Peninsula Forest

* Boy and Girl Scouts: Museum visit and KP History

+ Classroom visits

Society board meetings are held the first Tuesday of the Month year around. 10:30 coffee and memories. 11:00 meeting starts. All are welcome.

Remember that with our switch to a calendar year
> dues were due December 31, 2014 and are payable now <
Individual $10, Family $25, Patron $100, Business $50, Life Time $1,000

Key Peninsula Historical Society Membership Form

Name:
Address:

E-mail:

Phone:

Level of membership: [J Single - $10 [ Family-$25 [ Patron-$100  [J Business - $50 [ Life Time — $1,000 or more
L1 New L] Renew
Museum donation or gift: Total — Check — Cash

Are you interested in volunteering? L] Yes LI No L1 Maybe later
Mail to: Key Peninsula Historical Society, 17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA 983%4.




Museum Business

Key Peninsula Historical Society

Mission Statement

The mission of the Key Peninsula Historical Society is to gather, record, preserve and disseminate information on
the history of the Pierce County area generally known as the “Key Peninsula,” so that succeeding generations of
residents will have a firm and accurate record from early exploration and settlement to the present.

KPHS Members as of September 1, 2015

Ronda Anderson
Christine & Kurt Anderson (P)
Ed & Laura Baxter

Betty Beal

Julie & Bill Bingham
Janet Botnen

Leona Britt (H)

Mavis & Ken Brown
Marguerite Bussard
Nancy & Lynn Carr

Tony and Nicole Carr
Lucille Daniel

Dick & Julie Day

Bob and Anne Delaney
Joe and Peggy Dervaes
Sandy Elkin

Evelyn Evans & Family
Robert Evans & Eloise Richardson
Nan Feagin

Elvin Floberg

Helen Fravel

Rich & Joy Hanson
Barbara & George Heard
Phyllis Henry

Rich & Connie Hildahl (P)
Diane Jackman

Tim & PJ Kezele (B)
Karen Kiehlmeir

Hazel Kingsbury

Ron and Carla Kingsbury
Curtis Knudson

Jarvis Krumbein

Virginia Liebergesell
Darcie Long

Leila Luginbill

Noell and Chris Martin

Lloyd & Lawanda Marvik
Paul & Elise Michaels

Lloyd & Sharon Miller

Don & Judy Mills

Martin & Robin Mills & Family
Kristine, Gabe & Zack Mills
Matthew & Lisa Mills & Family
Richard Minor (P)

Jud Morris

William & Carland Nicholson
Chris Niemann

Joyce Niemann (H)

Noel Niemann

Walter Nordleaf

Becky Olsen

Shirley Olson

John Olsson, DDS

Robin Peterson

Karen Poole

Jan & Denny Pritchard

Evan Robbins

Dr. William Roes (B)

Dulcie Schillinger (H)

Ron Schillinger

Frank & Myvanwy Shirley (P)
Colleen & Frank Slater
Donna Gates-Smeal

Gail Sparks (B)

Gerald & Linda Strand
Marjorie Summerfelt

Petty & Bill Taylor (P)

Donald Tjossem

Dick and Marlies Van Cise
Betty VanSlyke

John Whitman

Robert & Mabel Whitman
Gordon and Danna Webster (P)
Cathy & Ted Williams (P)

A generous gift for education was received from Sylvia Haase

Annual Fund Donors

Ronda Anderson

Kurt & Christine Anderson
Betty Beal

Gayle Brewer

Nancy & Lynn Carr
Lucille Daniel in memory of Gloria Strittmatter
Richard & Julie Day
Evelyn Evans & Family
Elvin Floberg

Rich & Joy Hanson
Barbara & George Heard
Phyllis Henry

Hazel Kingsbury

Curtis Knudson

Jarvis Krumbein

Richard Lawson

Fred Leenstra

Lloyd & Lawanda Marvik
Lloyd & Sharon Miller
Judy & Don Mills
Richard Minor

Memorials

Canon Arthur Bell and Samuel Reid by Olive Bell Reid

Gloria Strittmatter by Lucille Daniel
Ric Michaelson by Joyce Niemann

Rod Davidson by Colleen and Frank Slater

William & Carland Nicholson

Chris Niemann

Joyce Niemann in memory of Ric Michaelson
Noel Niemann

Shirley Olson, in memory of Marge Radonich
Jan & Denny Pritchard

Olive Bell Reid

Dulcie Schillinger

Ron Schillinger & Janet Botnen

Frank & Myvanway Shirley

Colleen & Frank Slater in memory of Rod Davidson
David & Elizabeth Somerville

Gerald & Linda Strand

Marjorie Summerfelt

Clark & Barbara VanBogart

Dick and Marlies Van Cise

Robert & Mabel Whitman

Ted & Cathy Williams

D — Donor
P — Patron
B — Business

Marge Radonich by Joyce Nieman, Shirley Olson, Judy and
Don Mills, Barbara and James Radonich, Angel Guild

This is our current list. If you do not find your name and believe you paid your

dues, please let us know.

Send to KPHS, 17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA 98394

Museum Store

Our museum store offers a variety of books, mugs, t-shirts, maps and family tree charts. . If you are looking gifts while our store is closed, please call
253-884-2511 for a special opening to buy a bit of KP history.

Videos

On your next visit to the museum be sure to ask the docent to show you our videos on logging: “Steam Logging in History and Models” and “Spar Tree.”

Peninsula High School Scholarship
This year we participated in the valuable scholarship program at PHS. In an effort to increase our support for next year we are asking you to save and send us

your Food Market receipts so we can receive 1% of the sales through the generosity of your local Food Market in Key Center and Lake Kathryn. You can either
drop off the receipts at the museum or send to KPHS at 17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN at Vaughn, WA. 98394,

Memorial Donations

All memorial donations are used to preserve and present the history of the Key Peninsula and are a wonderful way to remember loved ones and friends.




Ways you can support our
efforts to preserve and
present the history of the

Key Peninsula b L
HISTORICAL

SOCIETY & MUSEUM

Fred Meyer Community Rewards Program

Fred Meyer will donate up to $2.5 million each year to non-profit organizations like the Key Peninsula
Historical Society. All you have to do is link your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to the Key Peninsula
Historical Society or use our NPO (non-profit number) #81208. You can also use our name -- Key
Peninsula Historical Society. Every time you shop at Fred Meyer and use your Rewards Card, a
portion of the purchase price will be donated to support the museum.
www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4

'B' Caring Program through Bartell's Drug Stores

Next time you visit your local Bartell's ask for a B Caring card application and designate the

Key Peninsula Historical Society as your non-profit of choice and up to 4% of your purchase price
will be donated to the Museum. Already have a card and want to add KPHS? Log into your account
online or call 800-931-6258 and add the Key Peninsula Historical Society.
http://www.bartelldrugs.com/b-caring-card

AmazonSmile Program

Do you shop at Amazon.com? If you do Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to Key Peninsula Historical Society whenever you shop on AmazonSmile.
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service. Just log
in using the following link and you can get started. https://smile.amazon.com

The projects of the Key Peninsula Historical Society and Museum would not be possible
without the generous support of our members and donors.
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mcan help!

* Help us compute.
Share your computer skills with those who are just learning.

» Be adocent for the museum.
Help keep the museum open by donating three hours once or twice a month on Tuesdays or Saturdays.

» Help us sort and categorize current items in the museum.
* Help us with some carpentry and other maintenance projects.

Short on funds but you want to help the museum this year? Here are some ideas that might work for you:

* We need representation on the board from the Wauna and Horseshoe Lake area.
@253.884.2511 or 253.884.5403 to find out what skills you can contribute to your museum.

President
Judy Mills

Vice President
Bob Whitman
Treasurer
Cathy Williams
Secretary
Darcie Long

Membership
Bob Whitman and Judy Mills

Store Manager
Dulcie Schillinger
Docent Calendar
Mavis Brown
Publicity
Colleen Slater

Education
Christine Anderson

Grants
Don Tjossem

PHS Scholarship Receipts
Mavis Brown

Oral History
Colleen Slater and Bob Whitman

Sunshine
Betty VanSlyke

Program Coordinator
Christine Anderson

Facebook
Leila Luginbill

Special Projects

Don Mills, Paul Michaels, Bob Whitman — General

Newsletter, Publications
Cathy Williams

Members at Large

Colleen Slater — Vaughn

Shirley Olson — Key Center
Christine Anderson — Longbranch
Cathy Williams — Home

Jim Greetham — Lakebay

Paul Michaels — Glencove
Robert Whitman — Mintercreek
Danna Webster — Rocky Bay
Betty VanSlyke — at large

Darcie Long - at large

Ron Schillnger - at large

Marjorie Summerfelt - at large
Joyce Neimann - President Emeritus
Wauna - Open

Herron — Open
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