
Dear Members and Friends, 

What a wonderful summer we’ve had sharing our Key Peninsula history with guests from near and far.  Our summer series at Penrose Park continued through 

events in both July and August.  They were a huge success, nearly doubling the attendees from last year.  Christine Anderson, Cathy Williams and Connie Hildahl 

provided an opportunity for campers to learn about how the Penrose family spent their summers, much as the present day visitors do today. 

July found visiting the Fox Island Museum with the Heritage League for a picnic and to learn their early history.  Great museum if you are looking for a field trip 

close to home.  Later in the month we were onboard the “My Girl” for our fund-raising event and a tour around McNeil Island with fantastic narrations from our 

friends at the McNeil Island Historical Society.  See article. 

On sunny August 23rd we welcomed over 100 guest to our Ice Cream Social and the introduction of a new book called, Trying Home,  by author Justin Wadland.  

We nearly sold out of the books and have another batch on its way.  It was a great time reconnecting with friends and neighbors at the Cape E Farm and Vineyard 

while enjoying some spirited music by Dr. Roes and his Down Home Band.  Thank you to Lori Deacon for providing us with a beautiful setting and Dr. Roes and 

his group for sharing their talents with us.   

We’re not finished yet.  As we move into fall our year full of activities will be a display about the importance of the huckleberry industry in the early days of  the Key 

Peninsula.  Our wonderful old huckleberry cleaning machines will be working at Gateway Park during the Farm Tour on October 4.  

Our Annual Retreat for Planning will be held on October 17 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the VFW room next to the museum.  This is the opportunity to have your 

voice heard in developing our goals and objectives for the coming year and to have an impact on our direction for the future. You can also see our inspirational  

Veteran’s exhibit by Paul Michaels and Bob Whitman.   Lunch will be served about 12:30 and it is a great opportunity to get to know your hard working board 

members.  If you are unable to attend please share any suggestions or concerns with your representatives, who are listed in this newsletter.  

Preschool storytimes for children 3-6 years old will be held at the museum on the third Thursday of the month, October 16 and November 18 at 11 a.m. 

In addition, history classes for students who are Home Schooled will be held the first week in November, Monday, the 3rd through Thursday, the 6th.  Hours are 

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Our Appreciation Open House will be held on November 8 at the same time as the Key Peninsula Civic Center Winter Warm Up.  This gives us an opportunity to 

say thank you to all the members and guests who have supported us throughout the year.  This year you will experience “Christmas on the Homesteads.” 

Please take a look at the new policy for accepting books to sell at the museum.  Also attached is a revised copyright and photo release form. If you have questions 

or would like to provide feedback, please let us know. 

Finally, please visit us on our new, revised website at: keypeninsulamuseum.org. We are also on Facebook at: facebook.com/KPHistoricalSociety and are 

currently looking for a volunteer to keep us up-to-date on both sites.  So if you are interested in supporting your museum, this is an opportunity you can’t afford to 

pass up.  We would be so very appreciative and time involved should be minimal.  
.   

With Kind Regards, 

Judy Mills, President 

253-884-2511 or djmills@centurytel.net 

History is Herstory, too  -author unknown 

Visit us on Facebook at : www.facebook.com/KPHistoricalSociety  and at our new website keypeninsulamuseum.org 
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Key Peninsula Historical Society  

Goals for 2014   (developed October 15, 2013) 

 Preservation 

• Achieve preservation of community scrapbooks. 

• Collect and present oral history from distinguished members of the Key Peninsula. 

• Develop a list of collections guidelines for use by the accession committee. 

Presentation 

• Increase membership and community participation. 

• Increase signage to direct community to museum. 

• Continue and expand our current exhibit “Tall Trees, Tall Men, Tall Tales.” 

Progress 

• Explore expansion possibilities for exhibit, storage, classroom and meeting space. 

• Explore long-range plans for development and expansion of museum facilities. 

• Improve office and storage utilization. 

• Develop a plan to work toward museum standards that lead to accreditation. 

Personnel 

• Develop a broader base of docents and volunteers. 

• Explore the potential for utilizing consultants, interns, contractors. 

 

Members Appreciation Open House & Appetizer Potluck Quarterly Meeting — Sat. Nov. 8 

Open House: 10 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.             Appetizer Potluck Meeting:  3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

mailto:djmills@centurytel.net
http://www.facebook.com/KPHistoricalSociety
keypeninsulamuseum.org


Featured Museum Exhibit 

Robert Whitman and Paul Michaels have developed a 

fantastic exhibit honoring our Veterans from all wars.  They 

have gathered pictures, memorabilia and uniforms from 

museum members and neighbors.  

  

In addition, Paul has put together a notebook with personal 

histories of Key Peninsula residents who have served in our 

armed forces.  

 

If you have a family member you would like to honor, please 

ask for one of our veterans forms, fill it out and we will include 

it in our history. 
 

Be sure to tell the docent on duty you would like to view the 

Veterans exhibit, as it is located in the VFW room next door to 

the museum. 



Huckleberry Cleaning Machines 
Information provided by Christine Anderson 



History Cruise Around McNeil Island 

“A Gated Community” 
July 26th & 27th 

 

Each year, for the past four years, the KPHS Fundraising 

Committee has focused on local history in preparation  

for the 2015 Centennial Celebration of the summer  

residence of the McDermott Family on Filucy Bay at 

Faraway. 

Our Fundraising Committee consists of the following  

members:  Connie Hildahl, chair, Karen Poole,  

Linda Strand, Jan Prichard, Joy Hanson and  

Christine Andersen. 

This year our cruise aboard the chartered yacht, “My Girl”, commenced at the 

Longbranch Marina for a three hour cruise around McNeil Island.  The McNeil Island 

Historical Society was wonderful in their support and participation under the 

leadership of their president, Ann Burkly.  Steve Dunkelberger wrote the “time line” on 

McNeil History for our souvenir booklets given to each guest.  Steve and Tobi narrated 

the tours, giving guests an interesting glimpse into the facts, stories and history of the 

island.   

In 1853 the first documented settlers on McNeil Island were Ezra and Oliver Meeker.  

Two years later, the Legislative Assembly decided that Washington Territory needed a 

penitentiary and established a commission to find an appropriate site.   

In 1875 the prison accepted its first inmates.  Settlers and homesteaders lived on the 

island along side of the prison until the government decided to purchase all the 

privately owned land on the island, bringing the total land owned to 2,107.3 acres.  

 In 1948 the honor farm at McNeil was designated as an official Federal Work Camp.  

This facility grew until more than 1,000 minimum-custody inmates were living in the 

camp providing the manpower, skills, and trades needed to operate and maintain the 

island.   

By 1976 the Bureau of Prisons decided to phase out the 107-year-old federal 

penitentiary and by 1981 it was transferred to the State of Washington for correction 

purposes.   

By 2011 the Prison was closed except for sexual predator inmates. 

Today there is speculation and discussion on what the future holds for this historic 

island on Puget Sound. 

By Connie Hildahl 



Museum Activities 

“My Girl” heads back to Longbranch after a successful and 

interesting cruise. 

Ice Cream Social with Justin Wadland reading 

excerpts from his new book Trying Home.  August 

2014 

Cruise guests and members enjoying the day. 



Museum Business 

Museum Store 
Our museum store offers a variety of books, mugs, t-shirts, maps and family tree charts. . If you are looking gifts while our store is closed, please call  

253-884-2511 for a special opening to buy a bit of KP history.  

Videos 
On your next visit to the museum be sure to ask the docent to show you our videos on logging:  “Steam Logging in History and Models”  and “Spar Tree.”  

Peninsula High School Scholarship 
This year we participated in the valuable scholarship program at PHS.  In an effort to increase our support  for next year we are asking you to save and send us 

your Food Market receipts so we can receive 1% of the sales through the generosity of  your local Food Market in Key Center and Lake Kathryn.  You can either 

drop off the receipts at the museum or send to KPHS at 17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN at Vaughn, WA. 98394. 

Memorial Donations  
All memorial donations are used to preserve and present the history of the Key Peninsula and are a wonderful way to remember loved ones and friends.  

 

Susan Quigley 

Marge Radonich 

Linda & Dale Ramsdell 

Olive Bell Reid 

Dave & Janet Robertson 

Dr. William Roes (B) 

Heather Rogers 

Debby Sampson 

Doug Sampson 

Mark Scott 

Dulcie Schillinger 

Ron Schillinger & Janet Botnen 

Frank & Myvanwy Shirley (P) 

Colleen & Frank Slater 

Donna Gates-Smeal 

Gail Sparks 

Gerald & Linda Strand 

Marjorie Summerfelt 

Donald Tjossem 

Clark & Barbara Van Bogart 

Dick & Marlies Van Cise 

Betty VanSlyke 

Ted & Theresa Velasquez 

Mike Walker 

Gordon & Danna Webster (P) 

Nathan Welsh 

Eunice Werner 

Doug & Betsy Wheeler (P) 

Robert & Mabel Whitman 

Cathy & Ted Williams (P) 

Tim & PJ Kezele (B) 

Karen Kiehlmeier  

Hazel Kingsbury 

Ron & Carla Kingsbury 

Curtis Knudson 

Jarvis Krumbein 

Virginia Liebergesell 

Betty & Doug Lewis 

Darcie Long 

Bruce & Margo MacDonald 

Mary Mazur 

Delia McGinnis 

Susan McNerthney 

Joe & Nancy Mercado 

Llyod & Sharon Miller 

Paul & Elise Michaels 

Don & Judy Mills 

Martin & Robin Mills 

Kristine, Gabe & Zack Mills 

Matthew & Lisa Mills 

Richard Minor (P) 

Jud Morris 

Chris Niemann 

Joyce Niemann 

Noel Niemann 

Walter Nordleaf 

Shirley Olson 

Jim & Katherine Olson 

Karen Poole 

Jan Pritchard 

This is our current list.  If you do not find your name and believe you paid your 

dues, please let us know. 

 

Send to KPHS,  17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA 98394 

KPHS Members 

Christine & Kurt Anderson (P) 

Randy & Lindsey Babich 

Julie & Bill Bingham 

C.A. Bartells 

Leona Britt 

Mavis & Ken Brown 

Dick & Rosemary Brynestad 

Marguerite Bussard 

Nancy and Lynn Carr 

Tony, Nicole & Colton Carr 

Lois Crandall 

Lucille Daniel 

Dick & Julie Day 

Joe & Peggy Dervaes 

Sandy Elkin 

Bob & Eloise Evans 

Elvin Floberg 

Helen Fravel 

Gerald Fowler (P) 

Trish & Dale Goodvin 

Walter Graham 

James Greetham 

Frank Grubaugh 

Sylvia Haase 

Rich & Joy Hanson 

Barbara & George Heard 

Holly & Denise Hendrick 

Phyllis Henry 

Rich & Connie Hildahl 

Tom & Nancy Howard 

 

D — Donor 

P — Patron 

B — Business 

Annual Fund Donors 

Kurt & Christine Anderson 

Gayle Brewer 

Lucille Daniel 

Richard & Julie Day 

Barbara Heard 

Ivar & Gail Highberg 

Rich & Connie Hildahl 

Karen Kiehlmeir 

Ron & Carla Kingsbury 

Curtis Knudson 

Fred Leenstra 

Lloyd & Lawanda Marvik 

Marianne McColley 

 

Judy & Don Mills 

Lloyd & Sharon Miller 

Richard Minor 

Jud Morris 

Chris Niemann 

Karen Poole 

Alfred Treleven 

Dick & Marlies Van Cise 

Margot Webb 

Eunice Werner 

Doug & Betsy Wheeler 

Key Peninsula Historical Society 

New Policy:  Book Acquisition Policy for Resale 
 

Books that the museum will sell need to meet the following criteria: 

    Contents:  Local (KP) historical connection, non-fiction or fiction; acceptable for family/young readers. 

Request donation of one book from the author for the museum, which will be marked “not for sale,” and will be available for 

members and visitors to peruse. 

We will agree with the author on cost (40% for museum recommended) 

Committee of 3 will read each book and discuss acqiuisition. 

Current committee members:  Danna Webster, Mavis Brown and Colleen Slater 

Memorials 
Canon Arthur Bell and Samuel Reid by Olive Bell Reid 



Key Peninsula Historical Society and Museum 
Copyright 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, U.S. Code) governs the making of photocopies 

or any other reproductions of copyrighted materials. 

Key Peninsula Historical Society (KPHS) is not responsible for the improper or illegal use of any 

copies of materials from its collections. It is the user's responsibility to guard against the 

infringement of rights that may be held by others and for clearing reproduction rights and 

copyright restrictions. KPHS does not claim to control the copyright for all pictorial and textual 

materials in its collections. KPHS board will provide any information available for specific items 

that it has available to the user in this regard if a specific request is made. KPHS provides such 

information as a service to aid customers in determining the appropriate use of an item, but that 

determination ultimately rests with the customer. It is the customer's obligation to determine and 

satisfy copyright or other use restrictions when publishing or otherwise distributing materials 

from the KPHS collections. Customers are reminded that these materials are provided by KPHS 

for non-profit educational, personal or scholarly purposes and that transmission or reproduction 

of protected items beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written permission of the 

copyright holders. 

 

KPHS historical photos are available to KPHS members, historical researchers, the general 

public including academia and other special interest groups. They may be purchased as digital 

files or hard copy. The purchaser needs to sign a Limited Use Copyright Release that specifides 

the manner in which the copyrighted photos may be used. Some photos are copyrighted by a 

party other than KPHS. The requester is responsible for obtaining permission from that third 

party before KPHS releases the photo. 

 

Fee schedule 

Digital file sent by email - $5 

CD copy of file - $10 

Prints      B&W or Sepia   Color 

4 x 6       $5      $6 

5 x 7       $7      $8 

8 x 10       $15      $17 

 

Shipping and Handling (if applicable) : actual cost of first class postage 

 

Member discounts - 10%  

Museum Business 

Updated Policy 

September 2014 



Copyright Release 

 

Limited Use Copyright Release for KPHS Photos  

 
By signing below, the recipient of photographs copyrighted by Key Peninsula Historical Society 

agrees to the terms and conditions below concerning the use of such photographs. 

 

1. KPHS photos, whether received as printed copies or digital files, may be 

reproduced/printed for use within the confines of the recipient’s home (if the recipient 

is not an organization) or place of business for display and for other purposes as 

designated below. They may not be sold or transferred for use as photographs or 

digital files per se. 

 

2. KPHS photos may be used as part of another medium which might be sold or used for 

advertising, promotion and other purposes. Examples are small inserts on a calendar, 

note cards used to promote the buyer’s business, placards (posters or signs for public 

display, either fixed to a wall or carried during a demonstration), projected 

presentations (such as PowerPoint). When reproduced/printed for such purposes, the 

following credit will be included, legibly, but unobtrusively: 
 

  © Key Peninsula Historical Society 
 

3. This limited copyright release is non-transferable. 

 

4. The recipient agrees to defend indemnify and hold KPHS harmless as to any actual or 

alleged copyright infringement or related claims. 
 

 

 

I have read and agree to the above listed stipulations concerning the use of photographs and/or 

digital files thereof provided by the Key Peninsula Historical Society. 

 

 

Printed name AND Signature of Photo Recipient 

 

 

______________________ 

Date 

Updated Policy 

September 2014 

Museum Business 



Museum Activities — 2014 

Calendar of Events Date and Time 

Farm Tour Booth — “Huckleberry Harvest” 

view the process to bring huckleberries from forest to pie 

Saturday, Oct 4  10:00am – 4:00pm 

Gateway Park, Key Peninsula Park  

Fall Storytime for Young Learners  — ages 3 to 6 Thursdays, Oct. 16 and Nov. 20   11:00am –11:30am 

Fall History Classes for the Home Schooled Student 

“Forest to Farms” history of the Key Peninsula  —  ages 7 to 12 

November 3, 4, 5  9:00am – 11:00am 

Key Peninsula Museum Appreciation Open House — “Christmas on the Homesteads” 

Appetizer Potluck Quarterly Meeting 

Saturday, November 8  10:00am – 3:00pm 

Saturday, November 8   3:30pm – 5:30pm 

Closed for Winter November 29 

Watch your mail or email for a complete list of 2014 events as we finalize dates and locations.  

Society board meetings are held the first Tuesday of the Month year around.  10:30 coffee and memories.  11:00 meeting starts. All are welcome. 

Key Peninsula Historical Society Membership Form 

Name: 

Address: 

 

E-mail: 

Phone:  

Level of membership:        Single - $10             Family - $25             Patron - $100               Business - $50 

  New    Renew 

Museum donation or gift:         Total       Check           Cash 

Are you interested in volunteering?   Yes   No   Maybe later 

Mail to: Key Peninsula Historical Society, 17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA 98394.  

 

A Big Thank You to 

Our Community 

Support  Network 

El Sombrero Family Mexican Restaurant, Key Center 

Food Market, Key Center 

Trader Joe’s, University Place 

Cash and Carry, Bremerton 

Purdy Costless Pharmacy 

Albertson’s, North Gig Harbor 

Cape E Farm and Vineyard 

Home Association Band, led by Dr. Roes 

Subway, Key Center 

Angel Guild, Key Center 

Key Peninsula Parks 

Key Peninsula Civic Center 

Longbranch Improvement Club and Marina 

Rusty Roots Bluegrass Band 

Help Wanted 
If you would like to help your 

museum, we need docents!  

Please consider volunteering. 

Remember that with our switch to a  

calendar year 

dues are due December 31, 2014.  
Individual $10, Family $25,  

Patron $100, Business $50 

 

Watch your mail for our Annual Fund Letter  

in early December. 



Key Peninsula Historical Society 

www.keypeninsulamuseum.org 

17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN 

Vaughn, WA 98394 

You can help! 

Short on funds but you want to help the museum this year? Here  are some ideas that might work for you: 

• Be a docent for the museum.  

Help keep the museum open by donating three hours once or twice a month on Thursdays or Saturdays. 

• Help us compute. 

Share your computer skills with those who are  just learning. 

• Help us sort and categorize current items in the museum. 

• Help us with some carpentry and other maintenance projects. 

• We need representation on the board from the Wauna and Horseshoe Lake area. 

Call 253.884.2511 or 253.884.5403 to find out what skills you can contribute to your museum. 

 

KPHS 2014 Board Members 

President 

Judy Mills 

Vice President 

Bob Whitman 

Treasurer 

Cathy Williams 

Secretary 

Darcie Long 

Membership 

Bob Whitman and Judy Mills 

Store Manager 

Dulcie Schillinger 

Docent Calendar 

Mavis Brown 

Fund Raising 

Connie Hildahl 

 

Publicity 

Colleen Slater 

Education 

Christine Anderson and  Connie Hildahl 

PHS Scholarship Receipts 

Betty Lewis 

Oral History 

Colleen Slater and Bob Whitman 

Sunshine 

Betty VanSlyke 

Program Coordinator 

Christine Anderson 

Special Projects 

Don Mills, Paul Michaels, Bob Whitman – General 

Donna Gates-Smeall – Facebook 

Newsletter, Publications 

Cathy Williams 

Members at Large 

Colleen Slater – Vaughn 

Betty VanSlyke – Vaughn 

Shirley Olson – Key Center 

Marge Radonich – Longbranch 

Cathy Williams – Home 

Paul Michaels – Glencove 

Robert Whitman – Mintercreek 

Danna Webster – Rocky Bay  

Darcie Long – at large 

Marjorie Summerfelt — at large 

Joyce Neimann — President Emeritus; at large 


