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Key Peninsula Historical Society
Goals for 2015 (developed October 17, 2014)
Preservation
• Achieve preservation of community scrapbooks.
• Collect and present oral history from residents of the Key Peninsula.
• Improve community access to memorial scrapbooks.
Presentation
• Increase community awareness, participation and membership.
• Improve directions to museum along major thoroughfares.
Progress
• Explore long-range plans for development and expansion of museum facilities.
• Improve office and storage utilization.
Personnel
• Develop a broader base of docents and volunteers.
• Explore the potential for utilizing consultants, interns, contractors.

Dear Friends,

Wow! If you haven’t yet seen “The Story of the Key Peninsula,” you are in for a real treat. We had many stops and starts as we
arranged, re-arranged, painted and finally found our direction. The research and development using our archival pictures and records
was done by Christine over many hours with the help of spouse, Kurt, Cathy and the rest of the team to put together this year’s exhibit.
Paul, Bob and Ron have cleaned up and re-organized our display cases and hung pictures. Paul developed a great new mosquito fleet
array and a dock for the Sophia. Bob has used his technical skills to get our new TV/DVD up and running. Mavis made the pictures
hangable and was our lead sorter with help from Connie and Don. Darcie and Don T were available and willing to do any task asked of
them with a natural curiousity about our history. Leila contributed regularly, took pictures for Facebook as well as painted a beautiful
watercolor of the early Vaughn dock as background for our Sophia model built last year by Kelson. Of course Bob, Paul and both Don’s
have made many trips downstairs to storage as well. Colleen continues her valuable research on cemeteries and schools and keeps us
in the news with regular articles.
Last but not least a special thanks to Kurt who not only made our entry look nicer, but made it safer by spending a day cleaning the moss
and slime off the stairs and ramp with his pressure washer. As you can tell, I am very proud and grateful for the excellent work this
small group of dedicated volunteers continues to do for our museum membership and community. Thank you to all of you!
On a sad note, we have recently lost two of our pioneer ladies, Helen Skahan from Minter and Marge Radonich from Longbranch, who
were both born on the Key Peninsula. They have enriched our lives in so many ways, by sharing their joy for life and their memories of
growing up here and telling us about their wonderful experiences of the early days. I will miss them and their smiling faces.
I look forward to welcoming you to our Annual Meeting to be held on March 28, at 12 noon in the Whitmore Room at the Key Peninsula
Civic Center. Please bring something to share and your own table service. Beverages will be provided. Following our meal we will have
a short business meeting to share our progress and have an election of officers and representatives. We’ll also be sharing our “family
roots and branches” as we welcome Katie Malik, to speak about her Olson family Swedish roots and her exciting experience of
participating on Swedish television. Please read more about Katie and her experience in this newsletter.

With Warm Regards,
Judy Mills
253-884-2511 or djmills@centurytel.net
A small body of determined spirits fired by an unquenchable faith in their mission can alter the course of history -- Mahatma Gandhi

Visit us on Facebook at : www.facebook.com/KPHistoricalSociety and at our new website keypeninsulamuseum.org

El Sombrero Fundraising Dinner
Monday, March 9 5:00 – 9:00pm
Key Center

ANNUAL MEETING — Saturday, March 28
12 noon –3 pm Whitmore Room
Please bring a dish to share.
Remember to bring your own tableware

An Exciting Opportunity for KPHS
The Cooil / Murray / Alvestad Homestead
Progress on developing our historic village and future museum site
Since we last visited with you we have investigated the possibility of locating “our” house and future village
at Gateway Park, but due to the funding for that facility we cannot be part of it as it is designated for outdoor
recreation only. We have also explored land adjacent to Gateway and combining forces with the Mustard
Seed project. So far none of these opportunities have resulted in a new home. Our vision is still alive and
we are developing a strategic plan to bring it to fruition. The timeline is ticking as Mr. L Paul Alvestad has
offered to give us the house if we can move it to a suitable location. Our committee continues to research
the opportunities and potential for this project. If you are interested in participating, have skills in: writing
grants, raising funds, getting permits, acquiring land, rehabilitating old structures, know of available land or
any other tasks that are needed in developing this project please contact Paul Michaels,
treekpn@comcast.net; Robert Whitman, rrobert227@centurytel.net; or Judy Mills, djmills@centurtyel.net.
The Cooil/Murray/Alvestad Homestead
In 1882, William Cooil, who had sailed from the Isle of Man, married Kate (Anna Tiedemann) of Lakebay
and they built a home on 160 acres at a place near Springfield (Wauna) that was a wooden replica of his
stone home in his homeland. He built a large barn on the property and invited neighbors from further south
on the Key Peninsula, the Petersons and the Crevistons, to a barn dance. They had to travel by canoe and
then overland to attend. Both families write of this experience in the written records we have at the
museum. When the farm failed and his marriage failed , William moved on to work on repaying the debt he
had accumulated and eventually headed for the Alaskan gold fields.
In 1908, the land was sold to William Murray and his sons. William’s granddaughter, Helen, married Paul
Alvestad and in 1968 they purchased the ranch. Paul and Helen’s descendants continue to farm the
property.

A Big Thank You to
Our Community
Support Network

El Sombrero Family Mexican Restaurant, Key Center
Food Market, Key Center
Trader Joe’s, University Place
Cash and Carry, Bremerton
Purdy Costless Pharmacy
Albertson’s, North Gig Harbor
Cape E Farm and Vineyard
Home Association Band, led by Dr. Roes
Subway, Key Center
Angel Guild, Key Center
Rusty Roots Bluegrass Band
Key Peninsula Parks
Key Peninsula Civic Center
Longbranch Improvement Club and Marina
Blue Grass Minstrels Band
Towey Productions, LLC
ARC, Tacoma

Museum Activities
Current museum exhibit on display in
Key Center next to Figaro’s Pizza.

Katie Malik — featured guest at our Spring meeting
Many of us who are local to the Gig Harbor area have
Scandinavian roots. Katie Malik – an opera singer and yoga
instructor who also lives with cystic fibrosis – recently starred in
the Swedish hit television Show, Allt för Sverige. On the show,
ten lucky Americans with Swedish roots are given the opportunity
to participate in competitions with the hope of winning a family
reunion with their long-lost Swedish relatives.
Katie starred in season four of Allt för Sverige, where she beat eight
other contestants but lost at the very last minute to take second
place. But Katie was given another chance to meet her Swedish
family because she was chosen to return to Sweden for an
“All Star” Christmas special.
Katie will talk about her wonderful adventures at our Spring meeting, March 28. You won’t want to miss this!

An opportunity to make a difference
As many of you know, the museum is running out of room for our displays, education classes and storage of the
treasures that have been entrusted into our care. Eventually we will need a new home.

What does this dream look like? Perhaps land that is currently vacant can be purchased or gifted to the museum.
Maybe a piece of land that has a suitable building on it that could be converted to a museum is available. Our current
thinking is that we’d like a piece of land about the size of 3-5 acres. This would allow us to move old homes/buildings
onto it (see the article about the Cooil House) and have adequate room for parking and any outdoor activities. Perhaps
a heated storage facility could be built to house items that are not currently being displayed.
With this in mind, the Board has designated a portion of our current savings to become the basis of The Building Fund.
The Annual Fund Drive will begin to fund this savings account in 2016, unless a gift is otherwise designated elsewhere.
The account has approximately $10,000 in it at this time.
It’s a start!
If you have any ideas about how to attain/fund this dream, please bring them to us. All are welcome.

From Our Current Exhibit

Where homesteaders settled, schools soon followed
By the 1890’s most Peninsula students attended a one-room schoolhouse. Efforts were made to locate
schools close to main roads or paths so that children would not have to travel more than five miles to
school. A single teacher taught reading, math, geography and penmanship to children in grades one
through eight. Most learning was done by having students memorize and recite poetry and prose, as
well as math and geography facts.

Lakebay

Longbranch

Vaughn

1878

1896

1885

The first school on the
peninsula was made of logs
and located near Little
Palmer Lake. Here Sarah
Creviston taught 16
students, including her own
children. Supplies were few,
and students wrote on slates
tablets using pencils made
of soapstone.

The school built at the north end
of Filucy Bay was school No.32.
The first teacher, Minnie Hall,
started her teaching career here
with 28 students. While one
group of students was reciting to
the teacher, the other groups
worked on assigned lessons

The school in Vaughn, school
No. 35, was a one room log
building. Cornella Hall was
the first teacher, and many of
her students came great
distances. One family came
by row boat. Some students
had to board with area
families during the week.

Home

Wauna

1896

1885

Sylvia and George Allen, and
their ten students, first held
classes in a tent. The school
eventually moved to their first
house. Three years later
Home residents built their first
school building.

School No. 38, which was
built at the top of the hill
overlooking the Wauna dock,
was called Springfield
School. Wauna shared
resources, including the
teacher, with Purdy, and each
school was open four months
at a time.

Early Schools of the Lower Peninsula

Early settlers saw public education as a key component of a democratic society and took great pains
to provide their youth with educational opportunities. One- and two-room schoolhouses once dotted
the region, serving the children of nearby families in all grades simultaneously.

Built in 1885, Vaughn’s first schoolhouse was Pierce County school
#35. The land, logs and labor were all donated.
Photo taken in 1893.

Lakebay School #17. When the Home and Lakebay schools consolidated
in the early 1920s, this building became the Lakebay Community Church.

Elgin School built in 1907. It was the second Elgin/ Minter school. The
first building was constructed 1888 and former students recalled what
privilege it was to picked to fetch water at the spring across from the
present fish hatchery.

Longbranch School #32 was built in 1885. When the salmon ran
in School Creek, school was cancelled. Students would help
their parents catch and smoke the fish. Smoked salmon could
be traded at the store for dry goods.

Longbranch School #32 was built in 1885. When the salmon
ran in School Creek, school was cancelled. Students would
help their parents catch and smoke the fish. Smoked
salmon could be traded at the store for dry goods.

Vaughn Union High School was the first rural high school in
Pierce County.

Guests and Volunteers Report
We appreciate the financial support from the Key Peninsula Parks that enables us to provide a more
accurate and attractive exhibit with professional reproduction of our photos and display of artifacts.
The following report is from January 1 through November 30, 2014
(Note: the museum is closed in December and January for exhibit development, renovation, etc.)
Visitors who signed our guest book (we missed some)
Historic Boat tour fundraising events (2) around McNeil Island
Farm Tour contacts
Events and Educational Opportunities
Total estimated guests to KPHS events
Activities and volunteer hours
Regular docent hours
Board Meetings
Special openings, research, publicity, phone calls, emails, grant application, web
Development, design, construction of exhibits, reorganization
Workshops, representation on Heritage League, GGHF, CC
Membership annual meeting;
Open Houses (94), Summer Picnics (10), Liveable Fair (36)
Two Waters (22), Penrose Presentations (31), Ice Cream Social (85),
Farm Tour (65)
Newsletters (quarterly)
School and Community Educational Presentations
Goals Retreat
Fundraising (Cruises 180) and annual fund letter
Data Entry
Total hours logged by KPHS Members

~ 540
121
~ 500
800
1,961
273
385.75
232.5
200.5
169

357
96
52
68
190
~ 58
2081.75

Museum Business
Key Peninsula Historical Society

Mission Statement
The mission of the Key Peninsula Historical Society is to gather, record, preserve and disseminate information on
the history of the Pierce County area generally known as the “Key Peninsula,” so that succeeding generations of
residents will have a firm and accurate record from early exploration and settlement to the present.

KPHS Members as of March 1, 2015
Ronda Anderson
Christine & Kurt Anderson (P)
C.A. Bartells
Ed & Laura Baxter
Betty Beal
Julie & Bill Bingham
Janet Botnen
Leona Britt (H)
Mavis & Ken Brown
Marguerite Bussard
Nancy & Lynn Carr
Lucille Daniel
Dick & Julie Day
Evelyn Evans & Family
Robert Evans & Eloise Richardson
Elvin Floberg
Helen Fravel
Rich & Joy Hanson
Barbara & George Heard
Rich & Connie Hildahl (P)
Diane Jackman
Tim & PJ Kezele (B)
Hazel Kingsbury
Curtis Knudson
Jarvis Krumbein
Darcie Long
Leila Lugenbill

Lloyd & Lawanda Marvik
Paul & Elise Michaels
Lloyd & Sharon Miller
Don & Judy Mills
Martin & Robin Mills & Family
Kristine, Gabe & Zack Mills
Matthew & Lisa Mills & Family
Richard Minor (P)
William & Carland Nicholson
Chris Niemann
Joyce Niemann (H)
Walter Nordleaf
Becky Olson
Shirley Olson
Robin Peterson
Jan & Denny Pritchard
Evan Robbins
Dr. William Roes (B)
Dulcie Schillinger
Ron Schillinger
Frank & Myvanwy Shirley (P)
Colleen & Frank Slater
Donna Gates-Smeal
Gail Sparks (B)
Gerald & Linda Strand
Donald Tjossem
Betty VanSlyke
John Whitman
Robert & Mabel Whitman
Cathy & Ted Williams (P)

Memorials

Annual Fund Donors
Ronda Anderson
Kurt & Christine Anderson
Betty Beal
Gayle Brewer
Nancy & Lynn Carr
Lucille Daniel in memory of Gloria Strittmatter
Richard & Julie Day
Evelyn Evans & Family
Elvin Floberg
Rich & Joy Hanson
Barbara & George Heard
Hazel Kingsbury
Curtis Knudson
Jarvis Krumbein
Richard Lawson
Fred Leenstra
Lloyd & Lawanda Marvik

Lloyd & Sharon Miller
Judy & Don Mills
William & Carland Nicholson
Chris Niemann
Joyce Niemann in memory of Ric Michaelson
Jan & Denny Pritchard
Olive Bell Reid
Dulcie Schillinger
Ron Schillinger & Janet Botnen
Frank & Myvanway Shirley
Colleen & Frank Slater in memory of Rod Davidson
David & Elizabeth Somerville
Gerald & Lind Strand
Cark & Barbara VanBogart
Robert & Mabel Whitman
Ted & Cathy Williams

D — Donor
P — Patron
B — Business

Canon Arthur Bell and Samuel Reid by Olive Bell Reid

This is our current list. If you do not find your name and believe you paid your
dues, please let us know.

A generous gift for education was received from Sylvia Haase

Send to KPHS, 17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA 98394

Museum Store
Our museum store offers a variety of books, mugs, t-shirts, maps and family tree charts. . If you are looking gifts while our store is closed, please call
253-884-2511 for a special opening to buy a bit of KP history.

Videos
On your next visit to the museum be sure to ask the docent to show you our videos on logging: “Steam Logging in History and Models” and “Spar Tree.”

Peninsula High School Scholarship
This year we participated in the valuable scholarship program at PHS. In an effort to increase our support for next year we are asking you to save and send us
your Food Market receipts so we can receive 1% of the sales through the generosity of your local Food Market in Key Center and Lake Kathryn. You can either
drop off the receipts at the museum or send to KPHS at 17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN at Vaughn, WA. 98394.

Memorial Donations
All memorial donations are used to preserve and present the history of the Key Peninsula and are a wonderful way to remember loved ones and friends.

Ways you can support our
efforts to preserve and
present the history of the
Key Peninsula
Fred Meyer Community Rewards Program
Fred Meyer will donate up to $2.5 million each year to non-profit organizations like the Key Peninsula
Historical Society. All you have to do is link your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to the Key Peninsula
Historical Society or use our NPO (non-profit number) #81208. You can also use our name -- Key
Peninsula Historical Society. Every time you shop at Fred Meyer and use your Rewards Card, a
portion of the purchase price will be donated to support the museum.
www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4

'B' Caring Program through Bartell's Drug Stores
Next time you visit your local Bartell's ask for a B Caring card application and designate the
Key Peninsula Historical Society as your non-profit of choice and up to 4% of your purchase price
will be donated to the Museum. Already have a card and want to add KPHS? Log into your account
online or call 800-931-6258 and add the Key Peninsula Historical Society.
http://www.bartelldrugs.com/b-caring-card
AmazonSmile Program
Do you shop at Amazon.com? If you do Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to Key Peninsula Historical Society whenever you shop on AmazonSmile.
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service. Just log
in using the following link and you can get started. https://smile.amazon.com
The projects of the Key Peninsula Historical Society and Museum would not be possible
without the generous support of our members and donors.

Museum Activities — 2015 (Draft)
Calendar of Events

Date and Time

Museum opens with new exhibit “The Story of the Key Peninsula”

February

El Sombrero fundraiser dinner — Key Center

Monday, March 9 5:00–9:00 p.m.

Annual Membership Meeting — Election of officers; featured speaker Katie Malik

Saturday, March 28 12:00–3:00 p.m. Whitmore Room

Spring Preschool Storytime

3rd Thursdays, April & May 11:00–12:00

Livable Community Fair — “Celebrating the 20th Anniversary of the Museum”

Saturday, May 10 10:00–4:00 p.m.

Penrose Park Presentations

3rd Saturday, June, July, August 8:00 p.m.

Fund Raising Event

TBA

Old Timer’s Day Booth

Saturday, August 15 10:00–4:00 p.m.

Faraway Centennial Celebration — Longbranch Improvement Club

Saturday, August 8

Fall Meeting —activity to be announced

Saturday, September 12 or 19 12:00–3:00 p.m.

Fall Preschool Storytime

3rd Thursdays, TBA

Fall Teacher Resources Open House ??

Afterschool, TBA

Home School Classes

TBA

Farm Tour Booth

1st Saturday in October, 10:00am – 4:00pm

Annual Board Planning Meeting

Friday, October 16 10:00–4:00 p.m.

Key Peninsula Museum Appreciation Open House —
“Early Communities Celebrate Christmas”

Saturday, November 7 10:00–3:00pm

Society board meetings are held the first Tuesday of the Month year around. 10:30 coffee and memories. 11:00 meeting starts. All are welcome.

Remember that with our switch to a calendar year

dues were due December 31, 2014 and are payable now
Individual $10, Family $25, Patron $100, Business $50



Key Peninsula Historical Society Membership Form
Name:
Address:
E-mail:
Phone:
Level of membership:
 Single - $10
 Family - $25
 New
 Renew
Museum donation or gift:
Total
Are you interested in volunteering?
 Yes
 No

 Patron - $100

Mail to: Key Peninsula Historical Society, 17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA 98394.

Check
 Maybe later

 Business - $50

Cash

You can help!
Short on funds but you want to help the museum this year? Here are some ideas that might work for you:
•

Be a docent for the museum.
Help keep the museum open by donating three hours once or twice a month on Thursdays or Saturdays.

•

Help us compute.
Share your computer skills with those who are just learning.

•

Help us sort and categorize current items in the museum.

•

Help us with some carpentry and other maintenance projects.

•

We need representation on the board from the Wauna and Horseshoe Lake area.

Call 253.884.2511 or 253.884.5403 to find out what skills you can contribute to your museum.

KPHS 2015 Board Members
President
Judy Mills

Publicity
Colleen Slater

Newsletter, Publications
Cathy Williams

Vice President
Bob Whitman

Education
Christine Anderson and Connie Hildahl

Treasurer
Cathy Williams

PHS Scholarship Receipts
Betty Lewis

Secretary
Darcie Long

Oral History
Colleen Slater and Bob Whitman

Membership
Bob Whitman and Judy Mills

Sunshine
Betty VanSlyke

Store Manager
Dulcie Schillinger

Program Coordinator
Christine Anderson

Docent Calendar
Mavis Brown

Facebook
Leila Lugenbill

Faraway Centennial
Connie Hildahl

Special Projects
Don Mills, Paul Michaels, Bob Whitman – General

Members at Large
Colleen Slater – Vaughn
Betty VanSlyke – at large
Shirley Olson – Key Center
Christine Anderson,– candidate, Longbranch
Cathy Williams – Home
Paul Michaels – Glencove
Robert Whitman – Mintercreek
Danna Webster – Rocky Bay
Lakebay – Open
Wauna – Open
Herron – Open
Darcie Long – at large
Ron Schillnger, a large candidate
Marjorie Summerfelt – at large
Joyce Neimann – President Emeritus

Key Peninsula Historical Society
www.keypeninsulamuseum.org
17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN
Vaughn, WA 98394

