
Dear Museum Family, 

Oh, how time flies when you’re having fun and we have been doing that by visiting and learning about some of our neighboring museums 

and how they do business.    

The Spanaway Historical Society and Prairie House Museum was a completely 1890’s restored farmhouse with period furnishings of a 

similar period to the Coill house we have been gifted for restoration. Their farm with barn and outbuildings is located and supported on 

the grounds of a mortuary and funeral home, and is staffed by volunteers who meet weekly to work on museum projects as directed by 

an energetic volunteer “curator.” They have regular activities for the community with support from local merchants and memberships. 

Recently we traveled to Kamilche to visit the Squaxin Island Tribe Museum Library and Research Center that is a beautiful 

representation of a Native American Longhouse.  Due to the large size of the building, the pictorial exhibits are whole walls of topics 

covered with pictures as well as easily read text.  Well-preserved artifacts are on display from arrowheads, baskets, fishing nets, drums, 

totems, tools and button blankets.  The museum is supported by admission fees, the tribal council, grants, and fund-raising events.   

They have several employees. 

Visiting other museums is very useful as our museum board evaluates our growing pains.   We currently have an historic house for which 

we have no home, artifacts in storage at Gateway Park, at the Civic Center, in private homes and limited on-site storage..  As a volunteer 

organization we are also feeling a need for possible consultant services, exhibit space, technical support, data entry, on-site storage and 

meeting space.  Based on the information we receive from you in our recent survey, and what we are learning from our friends in other 

museums, our “Visions” committee intends to develop a strategic, sustainable plan for our long -range future. 

In closing, we value all the input and support we receive and I encourage you to join us in this, our 20th year of having a museum, to 

become an active participant in the planning  and activities as we look ahead to new and unique experiences for the Key Peninsula 

Historical Society.  

Please check out the survey results in this newsletter, attend a board meeting on the first Tuesday of the month at 11 a.m. or give me a 

call to share your ideas.   

My Best to You All,  

Judy Mills, President 

djmills@centurytel.net or 253-884-2511 

  

Old men can make war, but it is the children who will make history . –  Ray Merritt 

Visit us on Facebook at : www.facebook.com/KPHistoricalSociety  and at our new website keypeninsulamuseum.org 
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Key Peninsula Historical Society  

Goals for 2015  (developed October 17, 2014) 

Preservation 

• Achieve preservation of community scrapbooks. 

• Collect and present oral history from residents of the Key Peninsula. 

• Improve community access to memorial scrapbooks. 

Presentation 

• Increase community awareness, participation and membership. 

• Improve directions to museum along major thoroughfares. 

Progress 

• Explore long-range plans for development and expansion of museum facilities. 

• Improve office and storage utilization. 

Personnel 

• Develop a broader base of docents and volunteers. 

• Explore the potential for utilizing consultants, interns, contractors. 
 

Faraway Centennial — Saturday, August 8 

2:00–4:00 pm, Longbranch Improvement Club 

Ice Cream Social — Saturday, August 22 

2:00 pm, Cape E Farm and Vineyard, Home 

mailto:djmills@centurytel.net
http://www.facebook.com/KPHistoricalSociety
keypeninsulamuseum.org


In Memoriam 
 

Marge Radonich, Father Thaddeus Arledge and Cliff Bartells 
 
A Celebration of Life honoring Marge Radonich, a longtime museum member and lifelong Longbranch 

resident who passed away in February, will be held on July 26th at 3 p.m. at the Key Peninsula Civic Center, 

17010 South Vaughn Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA 98394 

 

We have recently learned of the passing of two of our long-time members, Benedictine Father Thaddeus 

(Raymond) Arledge, and Cliff Bartells. 

  

Father Thaddeus Arledge passed away April 8.  He was 87. He was the grandson of Henry Pohl and  

Anna Krause, early Longbranch settlers, and spent much of his youth here. He interviewed many old 

residents collecting histories between the 1970s and 1990s.  They became the basis for his published book, 

Early Days of the Key Peninsula. The Historical Society will always be grateful that he gave it to us as a gift.. 

  

Cliff Bartells, of Mercer Island and summer resident of Filucy Bay at the home of his maternal grandfather, 

William Sipple, passed away on April 27, 2015, at the age of 106.  His grandfather, who as an early settler in 

1897, made his home in East Longbranch and was well known as a carpenter, building many homes, boats, 

rowboats, furniture, farm implements and the McDermott Lighthouse.  The Sipple boat house stands on the 

edge of Filucy Bay to this day. 

A Big Thank You to Our Community Support  Network 

Subway, Key Center 

Angel Guild, Key Center 

Rusty Roots Bluegrass Band 

Key Peninsula Parks 

Key Peninsula Civic Center 

Longbranch Improvement Club and Marina 

Blue Grass Minstrels Band 

Towey Productions, LLC 

ARC, Tacoma 

El Sombrero Family Mexican Restaurant, Key Center 

Food Market, Key Center 

Trader Joe’s, University Place 

Cash and Carry, Bremerton 

Purdy Costless Pharmacy 

Albertson’s, North Gig Harbor 

Cape E Farm and Vineyard 

Home Association Band, led by Dr. Roes 

 
Don’t forget to take a look at the KPHS window display next to Figaro’s Pizza! 



Bullis Store,  

Longbranch 

White Store,  

Wauna 

Palmer & Van Slyke Store, 

Vaughn 

From Our Current Exhibit 



Sharing the Story of the Key Peninsula 
  

Key Peninsula’s Historical Society’s “Traveling History Tote,” has taken off.  This spring, the 3rd and 4th grade teachers at 

Vaughn Elementary School were the first to use our local history program in their classrooms.  A highlight of the program 

is a visit to the Museum with hands on activities to reinforce what they have learned. 

  

On June 5th, students from Mrs. Michaels and Mrs. Cummings-Cohoe’s fourth grade classes walked to the museum and 

had fun experiencing history first hand.  Activities included washing clothes on a washboard, starting fire with a bow drill, 

rolling a log with a peavey, using a branding hammer, writing with a quill pen, finding historical items in a scavenger hunt 

and more.  It was a busy day for our docents: Paul Michaels, Ron Schillinger, Christine Anderson, Kurt Anderson, Mavis 

Brown, Don Mills and Judy Mills.  These same docents will be on hand June 12th to share the program with Vaughn’s 

third grade students.  

Quick Look at the Survey Results 
 

Thank you for participating in our first email survey. We had 48 respondents. 

Some of the answers were close, so the 4s and 5s  on Question 1, and the 3s and 4s on Questions 2 and 4  were combined. 

 

Question 1:  What do you think is the most important role of the Historical Society?   

32/41 respondents felt that the #1 role of the KPHS is to preserve the history of the Key Peninsula through the collecting of 

significant artifacts, photos and biographies. 

 

Question 2:  What do you think is the most important goal for the museum board to focus on first? 

26/39 respondents felt  that finding a sustainable source of income should be the most important goal for our board. 

 

Question 3:  Should we expand the museum? 

36/42 respondents felt we should expand the museum. 

 

Question 4:  If so, how? 

24/37 respondents felt we should discuss getting more space from the KPCC. 

20/37 respondents felt we should build a new museum. 

Mrs. Michaels’ 4th graders 

The Peavey 

workers 

Using the 

old coffee 

grinders 



Highlights of Recent Events 

Our annual meeting was held on March 28th with election of officers, the results of which are listed in this newsletter.  

Minutes from last year were read by Darcie Long and approved by membership.  Treasurer Cathy Williams reported 

that we have $25,875 in checking/savings and $22, 663.94 in CD’s.  She explained the board’s concern about our 

growing need for space for exhibits and storage and that we have designated a portion of our funds as seed money for 

future growth.   Rent and exhibit development currently are our greatest expenses.   We will be doing a survey to get 

input from our members as to greatest need.  We continue to partner with Key Pen Parks and are providing research on 

Taylor Bay Park for our service contract this year.  We are working with the Vaughn Bay Garden Club to relocate their 

memorial garden to the patio in front of the museum so watch for some changes there.  Janet Botnen explained some 

great ideas for fund raising, donations and to raise general awareness  of our museum and its mission — legacy giving, 

different donation levels, donation boxes in stores, etc. We can also give through Fred Meyer, Amazon and Bartells.  

Paul Michaels reported on the Coill house that has been given to us; however, we need land to put it on and funding to 

support it.  We continue to research the possibilities with hope and  a generous donor.   Thanks given to all who 

contribute money, time and  energy  to make our museum the unique  and educational place for all.  

Our meeting was highlighted with speaker, Katie Malik who entertained us with her experience of finding her Swedish 

roots via a Swedish reality television show.  Her experience was so inspirational and moving that she is returning to sing 

in some cathedrals of Sweden and spend time with her relatives this summer.   

  

The Key Peninsula Historical Museum opened its doors on May 6, 1995.  

We celebrated that event with cupcakes, balloons, articles and pictures  

of those earlier days on May 9 with our Open House in conjunction with  

the Liveable Community Fair.  We welcomed Tim Kezele, Joyce Niemann  

and Shirley Olson who were part of the original museum group.  

  

May 13, Brett Shelley was the recipient of the 2015 Peninsula High School Scholarship,  

presented by Ron Schillinger and Janet Botnen, PHS class of 1965.  Brett the son of 

Linda and Rick Shelley, attended Vaughn Elementary and Key Peninsula Middle School.   

His activities at Peninsula have included Knowledge Bowl, Interact and Model  

United Nations.  Brett’s future plans are to attend Montana State University in Missoula  

to study computer science.  

 

A grand Yard Sale was held on May 16, at the home of Shirley Olson in Key Center under the leadership of Darcie 

Olson with help from her cousin, Becky Olsen.  We received generous donations from many members, including Betty 

and Doug Lewis who just happened to be moving at the time we announced we were having a sale.  Ron Schillinger, 

Janet Botnen and Dulcie Schillinger had also just had a major change in living arrangements and generously shared 

very saleable items.  Thank you to Shirley for sharing her home, Darcie, Becky, Christine and Kurt Anderson, Ron 

Schillinger, Janet Botnen, Paul Michaels, Judy and Don Mills for handling the sales for this most successful event that 

put $1400 in our building account.   Thank you to the Angel Guild for allowing us to share our leftovers. 





Old Fashioned 

Ice Cream Social 

• SAVE THE DATE 

• August 22nd         2:00 p.m. 

• Cape E Farm and Vinyard, Home 

 Author Colleen Slater  has written  a new  book, 
Peninsula Pioneers, based on her newspaper column 
“From Pioneer Stock.”   Colleen will share the 
struggles, adventures and good times  of  pioneer 
families  who made the Peninsula their home. 



Museum Activities — 2015 

Calendar of Events Date and Time 

Penrose Park Presentations – Camping at Penrose Point 

Stories of the early campers from the Puget Salish People to the family of Dr. Penrose 

June 20, 8:00pm;  July 18, 8:00pm;  August 15, 7:00pm 

Preschool Story Time June 18, 11:00–1130am 

Faraway Centennial Celebration  The History of Faraway Saturday, August 8    2:00–4:00pm 

Longbranch Improvement Club 

August Quarterly Meeting – Ice Cream Social and presentation of new book:  

Peninsula Pioneers by Colleen Slater 

Saturday, August 22, 2:00pm 

Cape E Farm and Vineyard, Home. 

Fall Preschool Story Times 3rd Thursday,  11:00–11:30am 

Farm Tour Booth  October 3,  10:00am – 4:00pm 

Annual Board Planning Retreat Friday, October 16  10:00am – 4:00pm 

VFW Room, KP Civic Center 

Key Peninsula Museum Appreciation Open House —  

“Early Communities Celebrate Christmas” 

Saturday, November 7  10:00am – 3:00pm 

 

Additional Education Opportunities available upon request 

• Home School: History of Key Peninsula Forest 

• Boy and Girl Scouts:  Museum visit and KP History 

• Classroom visits 

Society board meetings are held the first Tuesday of the Month year around.  10:30 coffee and memories.  11:00 meeting starts. All are welcome. 

Key Peninsula Historical Society Membership Form 

Name: 

Address: 

 

E-mail: 

Phone:  

Level of membership:        Single - $10             Family - $25             Patron - $100               Business - $50 

  New    Renew 

Museum donation or gift:         Total       Check           Cash 

Are you interested in volunteering?   Yes   No   Maybe later 

Mail to: Key Peninsula Historical Society, 17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA 98394.  

 

Remember that with our switch to a calendar year 

dues were due December 31, 2014 and are payable now 
Individual $10, Family $25, Patron $100, Business $50 



Museum Business 

Museum Store 
Our museum store offers a variety of books, mugs, t-shirts, maps and family tree charts. . If you are looking gifts while our store is closed, please call  

253-884-2511 for a special opening to buy a bit of KP history.  

Videos 
On your next visit to the museum be sure to ask the docent to show you our videos on logging:  “Steam Logging in History and Models”  and “Spar Tree.”  

Peninsula High School Scholarship 
This year we participated in the valuable scholarship program at PHS.  In an effort to increase our support  for next year we are asking you to save and send us 

your Food Market receipts so we can receive 1% of the sales through the generosity of  your local Food Market in Key Center and Lake Kathryn.  You can either 

drop off the receipts at the museum or send to KPHS at 17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN at Vaughn, WA. 98394. 

Memorial Donations  
All memorial donations are used to preserve and present the history of the Key Peninsula and are a wonderful way to remember loved ones and friends.  

Lloyd & Lawanda Marvik 

Paul & Elise Michaels 

Lloyd & Sharon Miller 

Don & Judy Mills 

Martin & Robin Mills & Family 

Kristine, Gabe & Zack Mills 

Matthew & Lisa Mills & Family 

Richard Minor (P) 

Jud Morris  

William & Carland Nicholson 

Chris Niemann 

Joyce Niemann (H) 

Noel Niemann 

Walter Nordleaf 

Becky Olsen 

Shirley Olson 

Robin Peterson 

Karen Poole 

Jan & Denny Pritchard 

Evan Robbins 

Dr. William Roes (B) 

Dulcie Schillinger 

Ron Schillinger 

Frank & Myvanwy Shirley (P) 

Colleen & Frank Slater 

Donna Gates-Smeal 

Gail Sparks (B) 

Gerald & Linda Strand 

Marjorie Summerfelt 

Donald Tjossem 

Dick and Marlies Van Cise 

Betty VanSlyke 

John Whitman 

Robert & Mabel Whitman 

Gordon and Danna Webster (P) 

Cathy & Ted Williams (P) 

 

This is our current list.  If you do not find your name and believe you paid your 

dues, please let us know. 

 

Send to KPHS,  17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA 98394 

KPHS Members as of June 1, 2015 

Ronda Anderson 

Christine & Kurt Anderson (P) 

Ed & Laura Baxter 

Betty Beal 

Julie & Bill Bingham 

Janet Botnen 

Leona Britt (H) 

Mavis & Ken Brown 

Marguerite Bussard 

Nancy & Lynn Carr 

Tony and Nicole Carr 

Lucille Daniel 

Dick & Julie Day 

Bob and Anne Delaney 

Joe and Peggy Dervaes 

Sandy Elkin 

Evelyn Evans & Family 

Robert Evans & Eloise Richardson 

Elvin Floberg 

Helen Fravel 

Rich & Joy Hanson 

Barbara & George Heard 

Phyllis Henry 

Rich & Connie Hildahl (P) 

Diane Jackman 

Tim & PJ Kezele (B) 

Karen Kiehlmeir 

Hazel Kingsbury 

Ron and Carla Kingsbury 

Curtis Knudson 

Jarvis Krumbein 

Virginia Liebergesell 

Darcie Long 

Leila Luginbill 

 

D — Donor 

P — Patron 

B — Business 

Annual Fund Donors 

Ronda Anderson 

Kurt & Christine Anderson 

Betty Beal 

Gayle Brewer 

Nancy & Lynn Carr 

Lucille Daniel in memory of Gloria Strittmatter 

Richard & Julie Day 

Evelyn Evans & Family 

Elvin Floberg 

Rich & Joy Hanson 

Barbara & George Heard 

Phyllis Henry 

Hazel Kingsbury 

Curtis Knudson 

Jarvis Krumbein 

Richard Lawson 

Fred Leenstra 

Lloyd & Lawanda Marvik 

Lloyd & Sharon Miller 

Judy & Don Mills 

Richard Minor 

 

 

William & Carland Nicholson 

Chris Niemann 

Joyce Niemann in memory of Ric Michaelson 

Noel Niemann 

Shirley Olson, in memory of Marge Radonich 

Jan & Denny Pritchard 

Olive Bell Reid 

Dulcie Schillinger 

Ron Schillinger & Janet Botnen 

Frank & Myvanway Shirley 

Colleen & Frank Slater in memory of Rod Davidson 

David & Elizabeth Somerville 

Gerald & Lind Strand 

Marjorie Summerfelt 

Cark & Barbara VanBogart 

Dick and Marlies Van Cise 

Robert & Mabel Whitman 

Ted & Cathy Williams 

 

Key Peninsula Historical Society 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the Key Peninsula Historical Society is to gather, record, preserve and disseminate information on 

the history of the Pierce County area generally known as the “Key Peninsula,” so that succeeding generations of 

residents will have a firm and accurate record from early exploration and settlement to the present.  

Memorials 
Canon Arthur Bell and Samuel Reid by Olive Bell Reid 

A generous gift for education was received from Sylvia Haase 



Fred Meyer Community Rewards Program                                                                                                               

Fred Meyer will donate up to $2.5 million each year to non-profit organizations like the Key Peninsula 

Historical Society. All you have to do is link your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to the Key Peninsula 

Historical Society or use our NPO (non-profit number) #81208.  You can also use our name -- Key 

Peninsula Historical Society.  Every time you shop at Fred Meyer and use your Rewards Card, a 

portion of the purchase price will be donated to support the museum.                         

www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4 

  

'B' Caring Program through Bartell's Drug Stores 

Next time you visit your local Bartell's ask for a B Caring card application and designate the  

Key Peninsula Historical Society  as your non-profit of choice and up to 4% of your purchase price 

will be donated to the Museum. Already have a card and want to add KPHS? Log into your account 

online or call 800-931-6258 and add the Key Peninsula Historical Society.                                                                      

http://www.bartelldrugs.com/b-caring-card 

  

AmazonSmile Program 

Do you shop at Amazon.com? If you do Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible 

AmazonSmile purchases to Key Peninsula Historical Society whenever you shop on AmazonSmile. 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service. Just log 

in using the following link and you can get started. https://smile.amazon.com 

 

The projects of the Key Peninsula Historical Society and Museum would not be possible 

without the generous support of  our members and donors.  

Ways you can support our 

efforts to preserve and 

present the history of the  

Key Peninsula  

http://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4
http://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4
http://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4
http://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4
http://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4
http://www.bartelldrugs.com/b-caring-card
http://www.bartelldrugs.com/b-caring-card
http://www.bartelldrugs.com/b-caring-card
http://www.bartelldrugs.com/b-caring-card
http://www.bartelldrugs.com/b-caring-card
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/


Key Peninsula Historical Society 

www.keypeninsulamuseum.org 

17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN 

Vaughn, WA 98394 

You can help! 

Short on funds but you want to help the museum this year? Here  are some ideas that might work for you: 

• Be a docent for the museum.  

Help keep the museum open by donating three hours once or twice a month on Tuesdays or Saturdays. 

• Help us compute. 

Share your computer skills with those who are  just learning. 

• Help us sort and categorize current items in the museum. 

• Help us with some carpentry and other maintenance projects. 

• We need representation on the board from the Wauna and Horseshoe Lake area. 

Call 253.884.2511 or 253.884.5403 to find out what skills you can contribute to your museum. 

 

KPHS 2015 Board Members 

President 

Judy Mills 

Vice President 

Bob Whitman 

Treasurer 

Cathy Williams 

Secretary 

Darcie Long 

Membership 

Bob Whitman and Judy Mills 

Store Manager 

Dulcie Schillinger 

Docent Calendar 

Mavis Brown 

Faraway Centennial 

Connie Hildahl 

 

Publicity 

Colleen Slater 

Education 

Christine Anderson 

PHS Scholarship Receipts 

Betty Lewis 

Oral History 

Colleen Slater and Bob Whitman 

Sunshine 

Betty VanSlyke 

Program Coordinator 

Christine Anderson 

Facebook 

Leila Luginbill 

Special Projects 

Don Mills, Paul Michaels, Bob Whitman – General 

Newsletter, Publications 

Cathy Williams 

Members at Large 

Colleen Slater – Vaughn 

Shirley Olson – Key Center 

Christine Anderson – Longbranch 

Cathy Williams – Home 

Jim Greetham – Lakebay 

Paul Michaels – Glencove 

Robert Whitman – Mintercreek 

Danna Webster – Rocky Bay  

Betty VanSlyke – at large 

Darcie Long – at large 

Ron Schillnger – at large 

Marjorie Summerfelt – at large 

Joyce Neimann – President Emeritus 

Wauna – Open 

Herron – Open 


