
Dear Members and Friends, 

Just a note to wish you a relaxing summer filled with family, friends and fun. 

We’ve had a busy spring starting with a very successful and enjoyable fundraiser at El Sombrero with the great support of owners Cathy and Pablo  De La Cruz.  We’ll do 

it again in the future to support our Peninsula High School Scholarship.   

A huge thank you to Marjorie Rose Niemann Summerfelt for the generous donation she made in memory of her family members and also the history she is compiling in 

their memory.  

Our annual meeting was well attended and the audience enjoyed hearing wonderful and humorous stories about the beginning of the Key Peninsula Historical Society 

from Tim Kezele, charter member and President for many years.  We elected officers: Judy Mills, President, Robert (Bob) Whitman, Vice President, Darcie Long, 

Secretary and Cathy Williams, Treasurer.   

Two preschool story times, featuring children’s books, Mrs. Wishy Washy and The Giant Potato,  with hands on activities, have been well attended so there will be more 

to come in the future.   

“Homestead Mom” and our Spring Open House, provided visitors with an opportunity to do activities necessary for the survival of our early Key Peninsula residents. 

Our recent Penrose Park presentation to campers by Christine and Connie was well received by 44 campers and 3 dogs.  It is a timeline of the Early Salish people to the 

time when the Penrose Family traveled from Walla Walla to vacation every summer at beautiful Penrose Point.  The State purchased the land in 1953 for modern day 

campers to enjoy today. On July 19 and August 16 we will present this program again for campers and interested visitors.  

Thank you, Paul and Elise Michaels, for welcoming us to your home and fantastic collection of logging artifacts for our summer picnic.  It rivals many other museums.  

In the next couple of months you have the opportunity to join friends and neighbors for new activities including a cruise around McNeil Island with narration about its 

checkered history on July 26 and 27.  This is our major fund raiser for the year.  Reservations may be made with Connie at 253-884-1400 or cahildahl@gmail.com.   

August finds us having an Ice Cream Social at the Cape E B & B with hostess, Lori Deacon.  We will be entertained by Justin Wadland who has written a new book called 

Trying Home  that he has been researching for 5 years.  The Down Home Band, led by Dr. William Roes, will also be on hand to get your toes a tappin’.  Look for more 

information about these events in this newsletter, call 253-888-3246 or check out our Facebook page at facebook.com/kphistoricalsociety.  

In closing, I want you all to know how much I appreciate the volunteers and board members who generously give of their time, energy and finances to make our little 

museum the special place that it is.  In that regard, come and see our new exhibit developed by Paul and Bob to honor the Key Peninsula Veterans.  It is available for 

viewing in the VFW room —  just ask the docent on duty.  If you have military items to share please let us know.   

 

With Kind Regards, 

Judy Mills, President 

253-884-2511 or djmills@centurytel.net 

  

“History is gossip well told” – Elbert Hubbard 

Visit us on facebaook : www.facebook.com/KPHistoricalSociety 
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Key Peninsula Historical Society  

Goals for 2014   (developed October 15, 2013) 

 Preservation 

• Achieve preservation of community scrapbooks. 

• Collect and present oral history from distinguished members of the Key Peninsula. 

• Develop a list of collections guidelines for use by the accession committee. 

Presentation 

• Increase membership and community participation. 

• Increase signage to direct community to museum. 

• Continue and expand our current exhibit “Tall Trees, Tall Men, Tall Tales.” 

Progress 

• Explore expansion possibilities for exhibit, storage, classroom and meeting space. 

• Explore long-range plans for development and expansion of museum facilities. 

• Improve office and storage utilization. 

• Develop a plan to work toward museum standards that lead to accreditation. 

Personnel 

• Develop a broader base of docents and volunteers. 

• Explore the potential for utilizing consultants, interns, contractors. 

 

Fundraising Cruise Around McNeil Island 

July 26 and July 27 

mailto:djmills@centurytel.net


Forest to Farms 
Featured Museum Exhibit 



Peter Puget Visits the Key Peninsula 

It was  222 years on the 22nd of May. 

  

On the 22nd of May, it will be 222 years to the day since Peter Puget and his men pushed off 

from their only overnight stay on the Key Peninsula. The previous day, the 21st, after having 

breakfast on Cutts Island, which they called Crow Island due to the large gathering of crows 

there, they rowed to the northern dead end of Carr Inlet.  From there, they continued down 

the eastern shoreline of the Key Peninsula, encountering natives at two locations, and 

coming ashore for dinner at the second location, which was somewhere near Von Geldern 

Cove. They ultimately arrived at the northern end of Pitt Passage at 1500 hrs. There, after an 

abrupt change in the weather that resulted in a “deluge of rain” (sounds familiar), they set up 

camp on the sandbar that protrudes from the peninsula just west of Pitt Island. After being 

rained on for the remainder of that day, and all through the night (sounds familiar), they arose 

before dawn, and rowed south through Pitt Passage, fighting “severe currents and tides.” As 

they did so, they named McNeil Island, Pigeon Island, due to all the Pigeon Guillemots (check 

your bird book) they saw in the water and on the cliffs.  

From there, apparently disobeying the orders of Vancouver to keep to the starboard 

shoreline, Puget went east to Ketron Island, and then to the eastern shore of Anderson 

Island, missing Fulicy Bay altogether. After spending the night of the 22nd on the shore of 

Anderson Island’s Oro Bay, and rowing near the Nisqually Reach the next morning, they 

made their way northwest along the western shoreline of the Key Peninsula. By early 

afternoon they had arrived at Herron Island, where, around 1400 hrs, the sky began to 

blacken, the wind began to gust, and the rain “hit them hard” for the rest of the day (sounds 

familiar).  

The next day, the 24th, they continued to row to the northwest along the west side of the Key 

Peninsula to the terminus of Case Inlet, before turning southeast to explore the area along 

Pickering Passage. 

In the final scene of the fictional movie The Last of the Mohicans, Chingachgook, the last 

Mohican, looks out from a mountain top, and says, “Once, we were here.” For those of us 

who live or vacation on the Key Peninsula, there is nothing fictional about it. Once, they were 

here! And the more we learn about it, the more interesting it becomes being here now. 

By the way, the crows still gather on Cutts Island, the migratory Guillemots have been back in 

Pitt Passage for about three weeks now, and as I look out over the top of my computer 

screen, I’m looking directly at the sandbar where Puget and his men broke camp on the 

morning of the 22nd of May 1792. Neat stuff! 

  

Kurt Anderson 



42 years and counting… 

It has been just over 42 years since the Key Peninsula Historical Society (KPHS) 

had its first formal meeting. That meeting took place on April 27, 1972, in the 

fellowship hall of the Longbranch Community Church. Although the first series of 

meetings were in Longbranch, eventually the KPHS meeting location began 

rotating between the Longbranch Community Church and the Civic Center in 

Vaughn. In 1995 the KPHS settled into a more permanent home when its 

associated museum opened in the former Pierce County Library room at the Civic 

Center. Since that time, numerous individuals from all over the Key have put in 

thousands of hours of volunteer time, and a respectable number of their hard 

earned dollars, to help the KPHS preserve and display the amazing history of this 

unique peninsula. 

 

The fund raising event held at the El Sombrero Mexican Restaurant on Monday, 

March 10, was another community-wide effort to help the KPHS with its important 

mission. On that night, from 5-9 pm, Pablo and Cathy De La Cruz, the owners of 

El Sombrero, contributed 10% of the till from both the dining room and the bar to 

the account Historical Society. The event was planned as a way to acquire the 

funds needed to match a $250 challenge grant given by a member of the 

community. The hope was that the 10% contribution would raise the $250 needed 

to match that grant, which would be quite an accomplishment, since Monday is 

not normally a big dinning out night. But, in the end, thanks to an amazing 

response from people all over the peninsula, the 10% contribution raised a total 

$300. In addition, $190 in direct donations were given by people at the restaurant, 

or in lieu of not being able to make the event. 

A great big thank you goes out to those who participated. Throughout the evening 

individuals from Vaughn, Longbranch, Wauna, Glencove, Minter, Taylor Bay, 

Lakebay, Key Center, Home, Palmer Lake, and many places in between, 

continued to come through the door. At one point, when the restaurant was really 

packed, we counted 12 people waiting their turn to be seated. It was a fun night, 

with amazing community participation, and although we may have overwhelmed 

them a little bit, it was clearly a good night for the restaurant too. 

  

So, make sure to take some time to stop by the museum to take a look at the 

newly created Forest To Farm exhibit, and to find out what other improvements all 

these hours and dollars have made possible. 

 

Kurt Anderson 



Museum Activities 

Boy Scouts visit the museum, March 2014. 

Campers at 

Penrose enjoying 

history talk,  

June 2014. 

Visitors at Open House, March 2014.  

Summer picnic at the Michaels’, June 2014.  

Bob Whitman and Paul Michaels 

with our new VFW display, 

June 2014. 



Museum Business 

Museum Store 
Our museum store offers a variety of books, mugs, t-shirts, maps and family tree charts. . If you are looking gifts while our store is closed, please call  

253-884-2511 for a special opening to buy a bit of KP history.  

Videos 
On your next visit to the museum be sure to ask the docent to show you our videos on logging:  “Steam Logging in History and Models”  and “Spar Tree.”  

Peninsula High School Scholarship 
This year we participated in the valuable scholarship program at PHS.  In an effort to increase our support  for next year we are asking you to save and send us 

your Food Market receipts so we can receive 1% of the sales through the generosity of  your local Food Market in Key Center and Lake Kathryn.  You can either 

drop off the receipts at the museum or send to KPHS at 17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN at Vaughn, WA. 98394. 

Memorial Donations  
All memorial donations are used to preserve and present the history of the Key Peninsula and are a wonderful way to remember loved ones and friends.  

 

Marge Radonich 

Linda & Dale Ramsdell 

Olive Bell Reid 

Dave & Janet Robertson 

Dr. William Roes (B) 

Heather Rogers 

Debby Sampson 

Doug Sampson 

Mark Scott 

Dulcie Schillinger 

Ron Schillinger & Janet Botnen 

Frank & Myvanwy Shirley (P) 

Colleen & Frank Slater 

Donna Gates-Smeal 

Gail Sparks 

Gerald & Linda Strand 

Marjorie Summerfelt 

Donald Tjossem 

Clark & Barbara Van Bogart 

Dick & Marlies Van Cise 

Betty VanSlyke 

Ted & Theresa Velasquez 

Mike Walker 

Gordon & Danna Webster (P) 

Nathan Welsh 

Eunice Werner 

Doug & Betsy Wheeler (P) 

Robert & Mabel Whitman 

Cathy & Ted Williams (P) 

Tim & PJ Kezele (B) 

Karen Kiehlmeier  

Hazel Kingsbury 

Ron & Carla Kingsbury 

Curtis Knudson 

Jarvis Krumbein 

Virginia Liebergesell 

Betty & Doug Lewis 

Darcie Long 

Bruce & Margo MacDonald 

Mary Mazur 

Susan McNerthney 

Joe & Nancy Mercado 

Llyod & Sharon Miller 

Paul & Elise Michaels 

Don & Judy Mills 

Martin & Robin Mills 

Kristine, Gabe & Zack Mills 

Matthew & Lisa Mills 

Richard Minor (P) 

Jud Morris 

Chris Niemann 

Joyce Niemann 

Noel Niemann 

Walter Nordleaf 

Shirley Olson 

Jim & Katherine Olson 

Karen Poole 

Jan Pritchard 

This is our current list.  If you do not find your name and believe you paid your 

dues, please let us know. 

 

Send to KPHS,  17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA 98394 

KPHS Members 

Christine & Kurt Anderson (P) 

Randy & Lindsey Babich 

Julie & Bill Bingham 

C.A. Bartells 

Leona Britt 

Mavis & Ken Brown 

Dick & Rosemary Brynestad 

Marguerite Bussard 

Nancy and Lynn Carr 

Tony, Nicole & Colton Carr 

Lois Crandall 

Lucille Daniel 

Dick & Julie Day 

Joe & Peggy Dervaes 

Sandy Elkin 

Elvin Floberg 

Helen Fravel 

Gerald Fowler (P) 

Trish & Dale Goodvin 

Walter Graham 

James Greetham 

Frank Grubaugh 

Sylvia Haase 

Rich & Joy Hanson 

Barbara & George Heard 

Holly & Denise Hendrick 

Phyllis Henry 

Rich & Connie Hildahl 

Tom & Nancy Howard 

 

D — Donor 

P — Patron 

B — Business 

Copy of thank you from our PHS scholarship recipient for 2014 

 Dear Members of the Key Peninsula Historical Society, 

 I am writing to thank you for your extremely generous scholarship.  I have been 

accepted at the Northwest School of Wooden Boats, Port Hadlock, WA.  I will begin in 

the fall and am looking forward to learning the techniques to restore wooden boats.  

Afterwards, I would like to go to aircraft mechanics school as well as earning my 

commercial pilots license with the eventual goal of flying DC-3’s in Alaska.  With 

deepest thanks to you, my school expenses will be nearly covered after working this 

summer on the tender “Chichagof,” in Chignik, AK.   

After participation in the PHS scholarship program, I hope to be able to be involved 

again, when I am older and help the next generation of students achieve their goals. 

Thank you again.   Sincerely,  Kelson Mills 

Annual Fund Donors 

Kurt & Christine Anderson 

Gayle Brewer 

Lucille Daniel 

Richard & Julie Day 

Barbara Heard 

Ivar & Gail Highberg 

Rich & Connie Hildahl 

Karen Kiehlmeir 

Ron & Carla Kingsbury 

Curtis Knudson 

Fred Leenstra 

 

Judy & Don Mills 

Lloyd & Sharon Miller 

Richard Minor 

Jud Morris 

Chris Niemann 

Karen Poole 

Alfred Treleven 

Dick & Marlies Van Cise 

Margot Webb 

Eunice Werner 

Doug & Betsy Wheeler 



Museum Activities — 2014 

Calendar of Events Date and Time 

Penrose Park Presentation on Camping at Penrose Point 

Stories of the early campers from the Puget Salish People to the family of Dr. Penrose 

June 21  8:00pm;  July 19  8:00pm;  August 16  7:00pm 

Historic cruise around McNeil Island 

Snacks and no-host bar onboard the “My Girl” 

Saturday, July 26    2:00 – 5:00pm 

Sunday, July 27   11:00am – 2:00pm 

Old Timer’s Day Booth “Forest to Farms” 

Gateway Park 

Saturday, August 17  10:00am – 4:00pm 

Pioneer Ice Cream Social — Trying Home,  presented by author Justin Wadland 

to be held at the Cape E B&B, Home WA.  Hostess: Lori Deacon 

Saturday, August 23  2:00pm 

Farm Tour Booth — “Forest to Farms” 

Location to be determined 

Saturday, Oct 4  10:00am – 4:00pm  

Key Peninsula Museum Appreciation Open House — “Christmas on the Homesteads” Saturday, November 8  10:00am – 3:00pm 

Closed for Winter November 29 

Watch your mail or email for a complete list of 2014 events as we finalize dates and locations.  

Society board meetings are held the first Tuesday of the Month year around.  10:30 coffee and memories.  11:00 meeting starts. All are welcome. 

Key Peninsula Historical Society Membership Form 

Name: 

Address: 

 

E-mail: 

Phone:  

Level of membership:        Single - $10             Family - $25             Patron - $100               Business - $50 

  New    Renew 

Museum donation or gift:         Total       Check           Cash 

Are you interested in volunteering?   Yes   No   Maybe later 

Mail to: Key Peninsula Historical Society, 17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA 98394.  

 



Key Peninsula Historical Society 

www.keypeninsulamuseum.org 

17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN 

Vaughn, WA 98394 

You can help! 

Short on funds but you want to help the museum this year? Here  are some ideas that might work for you: 

• Be a docent for the museum.  

Help keep the museum open by donating three hours once or twice a month on Thursdays or Saturdays. 

• Help us compute. 

Share your computer skills with those who are  just learning. 

• Help us sort and categorize current items in the museum. 

• Help us with some carpentry and other maintenance projects. 

• We need representation on the board from the Wauna and Horseshoe Lake area. 

Call 253.884.2511 or 253.884.5403 to find out what skills you can contribute to your museum. 

 

KPHS 2014 Board Members 

President 

Judy Mills 

Vice President 

Bob Whitman 

Treasurer 

Cathy Williams 

Secretary 

Mavis Brown 

Membership 

Bob Whitman 

Store Manager 

Dulcie Schillinger 

Docent Calendar 

Mavis Brown 

 

Fund Raising 

Connie Hildahl 

Publicity 

Colleen Slater 

Education 

Christine Anderson and  Connie Hildahl 

PHS Scholarship Receipts 

Betty Lewis 

Sunshine 

Betty VanSlyke 

Program Coordinator 

Christine Anderson 

Special Projects 

Don Mills, Paul Michaels, Bob Whitman – General 

Donna Gates-Smeall – Facebook 

Newsletter 

Cathy Williams 

Members at Large 

Colleen Slater – Vaughn 

Betty VanSlyke – Vaughn 

Shirley Olson – Key Center 

Marge Radonich – Longbranch 

Cathy Williams – Home 

Paul Michaels – Glencove 

Robert Whitman – Mintercreek 

Danna Webster – Rocky Bay  

Darcie Long – at large 

Marjorie Summerfelt — at large 

Joyce Neimann — President Emeritus; at large 


