
Hello Members and Friends of the Museum, 

Since the snowdrops and violets are blooming, spring must surely be right around the corner.  

Your board has been busy the past couple of months preparing the museum for new sights on your next visit.  We re-opened on February 6, 

with a new exhibit called “Forest to Farms,” as we move forward in our timeline of development of the Key Peninsula , the Native Americans 

through the explorers, loggers and now the homesteaders.   

One of the major changes taking place is that our open days for 2014 beginning on MARCH  1, will be TUESDAYS, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. and  

SATURDAYS, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  We are also working with the Key Peninsula Civic Center to expand some of our display space into the 

room next door.   

We continue to receive support from Key Pen Parks by having a service contract to provide historical information on their various park 

properties.  We also rent storage space at Gateway Park for items that can be in a safe space and rotated to the museum as needed.  This 

gives us more opportunities to expand on our major exhibit.  

There are many exciting events planned for this year and we hope you will be able to participate.  March 10, please join us at El Sombrero 

Family Restaurant in Key Center for a fundraiser from which we receive 10% of the proceeds.  March 29 is our Annual Meeting and Election 

of Officers. Tim Kezele, charter member , will present a history of the development of the Key Peninsula Historical Society. Paul and Elise 

Michaels will host our June summer meeting and share their fantastic collection of logging memorabilia.   As we move into the summer 

months look forward to presentations at Penrose Park, cruises around McNeil Island, and an  Ice Cream Social with a new book about Home 

by Justin Wadland, at the Cape E B&B in Home with host Lori Deacon .  In addition, we will have our wonderful educational classes, 

preschool story times, visits by Boy Scouts, Open Houses and booths at Old Timers’ Day and the Farm Tour. 

We are also desperately looking for someone who would help us manage our computers, including making them secure, entering data and 

streamlining our rather cumbersome system.  Being a docent is also another opportunity to participate in museum activities, while meeting 

and greeting our visitors.  Just drop me an email or call about these activities and we can get you started. 

Whew! We look forward to sharing this busy year with all of you.  So post this newsletter with the dates included in a prominent place so that 

you won’t miss out on the fun.  

  

With Kind Regards, 

Judy Mills, President 

253-884-2511 or djmills@centurytel.net 

  

If we did the things we are capable of, we would literally astound ourselves.    -Thomas Edison 
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Key Peninsula Historical Society  

Goals for 2014   (developed October 15, 2013) 

 Preservation 

• Achieve preservation of community scrapbooks. 

• Collect and present oral history from distinguished members of the Key Peninsula. 

• Develop a list of collections guidelines for use by the accession committee. 

Presentation 

• Increase membership and community participation. 

• Increase signage to direct community to museum. 

• Continue and expand our current exhibit “Tall Trees, Tall Men, Tall Tales.” 

Progress 

• Explore expansion possibilities for exhibit, storage, classroom and meeting space. 

• Explore long-range plans for development and expansion of museum facilities. 

• Improve office and storage utilization. 

• Develop a plan to work toward museum standards that lead to accreditation. 

Personnel 

• Develop a broader base of docents and volunteers. 

• Explore the potential for utilizing consultants, interns, contractors. 

 

El Sombrero Fundraising  Dinner 

Monday, March 10     5:00 – 9:00pm      Key Center 

mailto:djmills@centurytel.net


Forest to Farms 
Featured Museum Exhibit 



Museum Business 

Museum Store 
Our museum store offers a variety of books, mugs, t-shirts, maps and family tree charts. . If you are looking gifts while our store is closed, please call 253-884-

2511, for a special opening to buy a bit of KP history.  

Videos 
On your next visit to the museum be sure to ask the docent to show you our videos on logging:  “Steam Logging in History and Models”  and “Spar Tree.”  

Peninsula High School Scholarship 
This year we participated in the valuable scholarship program at PHS.  In an effort to increase our support  for next year we are asking you to save and send us 

your Food Market receipts so we can receive 1% of the sales through the generosity of  your local Food Market in Key Center and Lake Kathryn.  You can either 

drop off the receipts at the museum or send to KPHS at 17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN at Vaughn, WA. 98394. 

Memorial Donations  
All memorial donations are used to preserve and present the history of the Key Peninsula and are a wonderful way to remember loved ones and friends.  

Annual Fund Donors 

Kurt & Christine Anderson 

Gayle Brewer 

Lucille Daniel 

Richard & Julie Day 

Barbara Heard 

Ivar & Gail Highberg 

Rich & Connie Hildahl 

Karen Kiehlmeir 

Ron & Carla Kingsbury 

Curtis Knudson 

Fred Leenstra 

 

Noel Niemann 

Shirley Olson 

Karen Poole 

Heather Rogers 

Dulcie Schillinger 

Ron & Janet Schillinger 

Colleen & Frank Slater 

Robert & Mabel Whitman 

Cathy & Ted Williams (P) 

Olive Bell Reid 

Donald Tjossem 

Dick & Marlies Van Cise 

Betty Van Slyke 

Ted & Theresa Velasquez 

Rich & Connie Hildahl 

Tom & Nancy Howard 

Karen Kiehlmeier  

Hazel Kingsbury 

Ron & Carla Kingsbury 

Virginia Liebergesell 

Darcie Long 

Paul & Elise Michaels 

Don & Judy Mills 

Martin & Robin Mills 

Kristine, Gabe & Zack Mills 

Matthew & Lisa Mills 

Richard Minor (P) 

Joyce Niemann 

We are sending this newsletter to our 2012 and 2013 

members, so if you don’t see your name please renew 

and join the fun. 

 

Send to KPHS,  17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN, Vaughn, 

WA 98394 

At our annual meeting last spring (2013) we 

voted to change to a calendar year rather 

than a fiscal year.  Therefore our dues are 

due by JANUARY 1, 2014.   

KPHS Members 

C.A. Bartells 

Leona Britt 

Mavis & Ken Brown 

Dick & Rosemary Brynestad 

Marguerite Bussard 

Tony, Nicole & Colton Carr 

Lucille Daniel 

Joe & Peggy Dervaes 

Helen Fravel 

Gerald Fowler (P) 

Trish & Dale Goodvin 

Sylvia Haase 

Tim and PJ Kezele (B) 

Judy & Don Mills 

Lloyd & Sharon Miller 

Richard Minor 

Jud Morris 

Chris Niemann 

Karen Poole 

Alfred Treleven 

Dick & Marlies Van Cise 

Margot Webb 

Eunice Werner 

Doug & Betsy Wheeler 

We are saddened at the news of the passing of John McMenamin.  John was born in Tacoma , Washington, and moved to Los Angeles in 1924 

when he was seven.  He spent the next 60 years in the area.  He attended Le Conte Junior High, Hollywood High, Occidental College, and UCLA 

where he received his doctorate in biology.  He married Adelaide Grant in 1943 and began a long career teaching at Occidental shortly thereafter, 

while he and Addie raised their sons in their Eagle Rock home two blocks from the college campus.   

Following retirement, John and Addie moved to the Puget Sound area and built a house on Filucy Bay in Longbranch.  They spent 20 happy 

years there and became actively involved with the community, boating and gardening.  John was instrumental in the development of our museum. 

There was nothing he liked better than to be out in the bay watching Mt. Rainier turn pink...then white...as day turned to night. 

If you would like to send a card :  Addie McMenamin - 5090 Milos Way - Oceanside, CA 92056.  Her nurses will read all cards to her. 

Please keep in mind that Addie will be (or might be) 94 on September 12, 2014. 

 
If you would like to visit his website and add some memories, use the following link:   http://johnmcmenamin.forevermissed.com/ 

D — Donor 

P — Patron 

B — Business 



Museum Activities — 2014 

Calendar of Events Date and Time 

Museum Opens — new exhibit “Forest to Farms” February 6 

El Sombrero Fundraiser  Dinner  — Key Center Monday, March 10  5:00-9:00pm 

Annual Membership Meeting 

Election of Officers and Speaker TBA.  Bring something to share and table service 

Saturday, March 29  12 noon to 3:00pm 

VFW Room 

Preschool Story Time TBA 

Spring History Class for Home School Families  — Homesteading on the Key TBA 

KPHS Spring Open House and Liveable Community Fair Saturday, May 10   10:00am – 4:00pm 

Penrose Park Presentation on Camping at Penrose Point 

Stories of the early campers from the Puget Salish People to the family of Dr. Penrose 

June 21  8:00pm;  July 19  8:00pm;  August 16  7:00pm 

Summer Picnic at the home and logging collection of Paul Michaels 

Bring something to share and table service 

Saturday, June 28  12 noon to 3:00pm 

Historic cruise around McNeil Island 

Snacks and no-host bar onboard the “My Girl” 

Saturday, July 26;  Sunday, July 27 

Old Timer’s Day Booth “Forest to Farms” 

Longbranch Improvement Club 

Saturday, August 17  10:00am – 4:00pm 

Pioneer Ice Cream Social — “Trying Home,”  presented by author Justin Wadland 

to be held at the Cape E B&B, Home WA.  Hostess: Lori Deacon 

Saturday, August 23  2:00pm 

Farm Tour Booth — “Forest to Farms” 

Gateway Park, Key Peninsula Parks 

Saturday, Oct 4  10:00am – 4:00pm  

Key Peninsula Museum Appreciation Open House — “Christmas on the Homesteads” Saturday, November 8  10:00am – 3:00pm 

Closed for Winter November 29 

Watch your mail or email for a complete list of 2014 events as we finalize dates and locations.  

Society board meetings are held the first Tuesday of the Month year around.  10:30 coffee and memories.  11:00 meeting starts. All are welcome. 

Key Peninsula Historical Society Membership Form 

Name: 

Address: 

 

E-mail: 

Phone:  

Level of membership:        Single - $10             Family - $25             Patron - $100               Business - $50 

  New    Renew 

Museum donation or gift:         Total       Check           Cash 

Are you interested in volunteering?   Yes   No   Maybe later 

Mail to: Key Peninsula Historical Society, 17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA 98394.  

 



Key Peninsula Historical Society 

www.keypeninsulamuseum.org 

17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN 

Vaughn, WA 98394 

You can help! 

Short on funds but you want to help the museum this year? Here  are some ideas that might work for you: 

• Be a docent for the museum.  

Help keep the museum open by donating three hours once or twice a month on Thursdays or Saturdays. 

• Help us compute. 

Share your computer skills with those who are  just learning. 

• Help us sort and categorize current items in the museum. 

• Help us with some carpentry and other maintenance projects. 

• We need representation on the board from the Wauna and Horseshoe Lake area. 

Call 253.884.2511 or 253.884.5403 to find out what skills you can contribute to your museum. 

 

KPHS 2014 Board Members 

President 

Judy Mills 

Docent Calendar 

Mavis Brown 

Special Projects 

Don Mills – General 

Donna Gates-Smeall – Facebook 

Vice President 

Joyce Niemann 

Fund Raising 

Connie Hildahl 

Newsletter 

Cathy Williams 

Treasurer 

Cathy Williams 

 

Secretary 

Mavis Brown 

 

Membership/Store Manager 

Dulcie Schillinger 

Publicity 

Colleen Slater 

 

Education 

Christine Anderson and  

Connie Hildahl 

 

PHS Scholarship Receipts 

Betty Lewis 

 

Members at Large 

Colleen Slater – Vaughn 

Betty Van Slyke – Vaughn/Sunshine Committee 

Shirley Olson – Key Center 

Marge Radonich – Longbranch 

Cathy Williams – Home 

Paul Michaels – Glencove 

Robert Whitman – Mintercreek 

Danna Webster – Rocky Bay  

Darcie Long – at large 


