
Dear Members and Friends, 

We had our first major event of the year with our Spring Open House in conjunction with the Liveable Community Fair.  We 

welcomed over one hundred guests who participated in making butter, grinding coffee, washing clothes by hand, and making 

an old fashioned Mother’s Day Card with quill and pen.  The butter making was very popular and I was surprised to learn how 

many people didn’t know that it was made from cream.  Once again the museum volunteers came through with their many 

talents.  Britta Brones was our guest spinner with her spinning wheel and examples of hand-knit goods.  Thank you, Britta and 

all who participated.  

We also featured information about our project to SAVE the Vaughn Library Hall.  The appraisal has just been received by the 

owners so we can move on with the transfer of ownership.  This will enable us to begin application for Phase One grants, 

develop a clean-up plan, and allow the Eagle Scout project for clean up of the exterior grounds to begin.  It was heartening to 

have some talented community members sign up to help when the work begins.  Watch for continuing reports as we progress 

and beg for help as well as financial support. 

Speaking of support, we want you to SAVE THE DATE, AUGUST 6, from 4-6 p.m. and join us for a festive summer fundraiser 

at the Olde Glencove Hotel.  You will be welcomed by the Down Home Band, directed by Dr. Wm. Roes.  There will be wine 

and beer tastings with one flight or one glass of wine or beer as part of your ticket.  Alternate refreshments will be available for 

those who don’t imbibe.  In addition delicious finger foods will be served to compliment the beverages.   Enjoy listening to 

member Jim Greetham as he reenacts “Teddy Roosevelt” telling about his visits to the beautiful Pacific NW.  A silent auction will 

be held featuring a variety of events, from Seahawks tickets to picnics at historic sites.  Cost for the event is $35 per person. 

Finally, we welcome Marjorie Summerfelt as our first Lifetime member.  She never has to remember to pay her dues again.  

Marjorie is usually on duty as a docent the last Saturday of the month, so you can congratulate her when you see her then. 

 

Judy A. Mills, President 

253-884-2511 or djmills@centurytel.net 

 

 “Coming together is a beginning, keeping together is progress, working together is success.”       --- Henry Ford 

 

Visit us on Facebook at : www.facebook.com/KPHistoricalSociety  and at our new website keypeninsulamuseum.org 
Email  us: kphsmuseum@gmail.com 
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Key Peninsula Historical Society  

Goals for 2016  (developed October 23, 2015) 

This year we have one major goal that reflects our  

current need to concentrate on preservation. 

Goal A:  Explore our options to preserve the building currently offered to us 

(Vaughn Library Hall)   Budget: TBD 

1. Develop a plan for property, include cost, materials, timeline, legalities, etc. 

2. Work with DAHP for historic preservation. 

3. Determine schedule and hold work parties to begin preservation. 

4. Apply for grants to support preservation. 

Goal B: Continue working toward preservation of fragile Native American 

artifacts  Budget: TBD 

1. Work with agencies who can help us with proper technique (i.e., Burke). 

2. Find a funding source. 

3. Determine a timeline.  

SAVE THE DATE          August 6, 2016 

4:00–6:00 p.m. 
The Olde Glencove Hotel 

mailto:djmills@centurytel.net
http://www.facebook.com/KPHistoricalSociety
keypeninsulamuseum.org
mailto:kphsmuseum@gmail.com


A Big Thank You to Our Community Support  Network 

Subway, Key Center 

Angel Guild, Key Center 

Rusty Roots Bluegrass Band 

Key Peninsula Parks 

Key Peninsula Civic Center 

Longbranch Improvement Club  

   and Marina 

Blue Grass Minstrels Band 

Towey Productions, LLC 

Lighthouse Coffee 

ARC, Tacoma 

El Sombrero Family Mexican Restaurant, Key Center 

Food Market, Key Center 

Trader Joe’s, University Place 

Cash and Carry, Bremerton 

Purdy Costless Pharmacy 

Albertson’s, North Gig Harbor 

Cape E Farm and Vineyard 

Home Association Band, led by Dr. Roes 

Ben Cheney Foundation 

 

Thank You 

Our KPHS scholarship recipient for this year 

is Mackenzie Mills, daughter of Lisa and 

Matthew Mills of Vaughn.   

Mackenzie attended Vaughn Elementary, Key  

Peninsula Middle School and Peninsula High 

School.  This fall she will be on her way to 

Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, MD.  

Her major area of study will be astrophysics 

with the possibility of becoming a medical 

doctor to astronauts or cardiac surgery.  

Needless to say, science is her area of 

interest and she dreams of going into space 

someday.   

Thanks to all who save their Food Market 

receipts and who attend our fundraiser at El 

Sombrero.  These activities make our 

scholarship possible.   

Thank you also to Janet Botnen and Ron 

Schillinger, graduates of Peninsula High 

School, for doing an excellent job of 

representing us and presenting our award at 

the ceremony.  

Congratulations, Mackenzie Mills! 



• Make new friends and become an active part of our KPHS family. 

• Share Key Peninsula history with visitors from around the world. 

• Learn amazing and unique trivia about the KP. 

• Volunteer with no previous experience. 

• Schedule according to your availability. 

  

Contact our docent coordinator, Colleen Slater, by leaving a message at  

253-888-3246 or email kphsmuseum@gmail.com 

Join Our Docent Team! 

Your KPHS Board hard at work. 

Back:  Bob Whitman, Don Mills, Judy Mills, Christine Anderson, Don Tjossem 

Front: Paul Michaels, Colleen Slater, Darcie Long 

 



Recent Activities – Liveable Fair and Spring Open House 

Dulcie Shillinger, Colleen and Frank Slater 

Eloise Richardson and guest discuss the 

art of  butter making 

Britta Brones and guest work on the spinning wheel 



Nicholas Petersen was born in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany and  

came to America to seek his fortune. In Red Cloud, Nebraska, he  

met and married Agnes Gruber. In 1883, they came west by train to  

San Francisco where they embarked on a coastal steamer for Tacoma.  

Looking for a way to support himself and their young daughter Louise,  

Nicholas found work in Harry Winchester’s logging camp on Henderson  

Bay.  The camp cook had just quit and to add to their income, Agnes  

agreed to cook for the logging crew. For several years  the Petersens  

lived in a floathouse riding high on thick cedar logs.  As the tall firs were  

thinned the camp picked up and moved  along the north shore of the bay,  

floating their home to its new location. 

The panic of 1893 swept away many fortunes. Harry Winchester lost his logging business and his 

brickyard at Glencove. To pay the Petersens what he owed them, Winchester deeded them 32 acres 

on the west side of Glencove. Since this land was all they possessed, the Petersens decided that 

they could earn a good living here if they would build an attractive resort-hotel. On credit, lumber and 

other materials were purchased in Tacoma and towed out on a scow. Work was started in 1896, but 

it was one year before the triple-constructed building was completed. In their final agreement, 

Winchester was given the northwest bedroom on the second floor, which became known as the 

Winchester Room. Winchester returned to Glencove frequently during his years of civic duty in 

Tacoma. The hotel became his true home and it was there he died on March 19, 1909. 

The first floor was divided into four large rooms. Their kitchen was equipped with cabinets and an 

oversized wood range. The adjoining dining room was paneled in redwood, and there was an ornate 

corner fireplace of ceramic tile. The upper half of the window overlooking the cove was made of 

stained glass, and morning sun streaming through multicolored panes made a warm glow. 

From a wide veranda, an entrance hall separated the dining area from two sitting rooms. Between 

these rooms was installed a filigree wooden divider imported from the Orient. An oak-banistered 

stairway led to the second floor. Here were five bedrooms and, unusual for a place in the country 

then, a bathroom that had hot and cold running water. The bath was a copper tub incased in 

redwood. 

The hotel prospered. More rooms were then needed so Nicholas built an annex 50 feet from the 

main building. There were six bedrooms on the second floor; beneath was a woodshed and the 

laundry room. Nicholas made a washing machine powered with water pumped up by a ram from the 

spring. Hotel linens were washed daily and then they were carefully pressed by flat irons heated on 

a stove. 

 

The Glencove Hotel 

1897 – mid 1930s 

Wedding of Nicholas and 

Agnes Petersen, 1880. 

New Exhibit in 2016:   

Early Key Peninsula Hotels and Resorts 



Agnes Petersen soon grew famous for her chicken dinners. Fried golden brown, the chicken was 

served with fluffy mashed potatoes and country gravy, several vegetables, hot biscuits, and salad 

followed by dessert.  One of her specialties was homemade egg noodles, draping them as they dried 

on lines strung across the kitchen above the stove. She always made several barrels of sauerkraut 

each fall, a “must” for her German cookery.  Every spring Nicholas planted a large garden with 

vegetables and berries. The orchard supplied cherries, apples and plums.  The Petersens raised all 

their own meats:  beef, pork, lamb chickens, turkeys and ducks. Agnes processed many pounds of 

pork ahead of time. Some she ground, seasoned and formed into sausage cakes. Cooked until done, 

they were then packed into large earthenware crocks and sealed with melted lard. Thick pork chops 

were stored the same way. Their smokehouse supplied them with hams, bacon and cured salmon. 

Apples and prunes were dried. Agnes made jams, jellies and pickles and canned hundreds of quarts 

of fruits and vegetables. They were so self-sufficient that only such items as sugar, flour, rice, tea, 

coffee, spices, matches and kerosene needed to be purchased. 

Nicholas Petersen died in 1926, and Agnes died in 1931. Their only daughter, Louise, operated the 

hotel until automobiles and improved roads made the need for overnight lodging in less demand.   

Operations ceased in the 1930s, and the building was used as a private residence. The hotel was 

added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1978. During the 1990s the current owners, 

Lucian and Larry Nadeau, completed a major restoration project and reopened the Olde Glencove 

Hotel to the public They currently operate the hotel as a bed and breakfast. 

From Early Days of the Key Peninsula by R.T. Arledge and “Hotel at Glencove Part of Early History”  

by Rowena and Gordon Alcorn,”  Tacoma News Tribune, May 12, 1963 

Then 

Now 



SAVE THE DATE 
Saturday, August 6th 

4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
 

KEY PENINSULA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Presents A Summer Fundraiser 

 Wine and Beer Tasting at 

 The Olde Glencove Hotel 

Tickets $35 per person includes:  

• One wine or beer tasting 

• Finger Foods 

• Silent Auction 

• The Down Home Band 

• Jim Greetham as Teddy Roosevelt    



Museum Activities — 2016 

Calendar of Events Date and Time 

Close for Winter November 29, 2016 

Weekly Work Parties Tuesdays,  10:30am ‘til done 

Penrose Park Presentations – Camping at Penrose Point 

Stories of the early campers from the Puget Salish People to the family of Dr. Penrose 

June 18, 8:00pm;  July 16, 8:00pm;  August 20, 7:00pm 

Summer Fundraiser:  Be Our Guest  at The Olde Glencove Hotel 

$35 per person 

August 6,  4:00–6:00pm 

Yard Sale Fall, TBD 

Farm Tour Booth 

Gateway Park, Key Peninsula Parks 

Saturday, October 1   10:00am – 4:00pm 

Annual Planning Retreat Friday, October 14    10:00am – 4:00pm 

El Sombrero Fundraiser, Key Center October 31, 5:00 – 9:00pm 

Teacher Open House TBA 

Preschool Storytime Third Thursday, October and November, 11:00am 

Appreciation Open House/Winter Warm-up 

Christmas at Vaughn Library Hall 

Saturday, November 5, 10:00am –3:00pm 

Christmas High Tea TBA 

Additional Education Opportunities Available Upon Request 

• Home School: History of the Key Peninsula Forest 

• Boy and Girl Scouts: Museum visit and KP History 

• Classroom visits 

Society board meetings are held the first Tuesday of the Month year around.  10:30 coffee and memories.  11:00 meeting starts. All are welcome. 

Key Peninsula Historical Society Membership Form 
Name: 

Address: 

 

E-mail: 

Phone:  

Level of membership:    Single - $10    Family - $25    Patron - $100    Business - $50    VIP –$250     Life Time – $1,000 or more 

  New    Renew 

Museum donation or gift:         Total       Check               Cash 

Are you interested in volunteering?   Yes   No   Maybe later 

Mail to: Key Peninsula Historical Society, 17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA 98394.  

 

Remember that with our switch to a calendar year 

dues were due December 31, 2015 and are payable now. 
Individual $10, Family $25, Patron $100, Business $50, VIP $250, 

Life Time $1,000 



Museum Business 

Don & Judy Mills 

Martin & Robin Mills & Family 

Kristine, Gabe & Zack Mills 

Matthew & Lisa Mills & Family 

Richard Minor (P) 

Charlie Morgan 

Jud Morris  

William & Carland Nicholson 

Beverly Niemann 

Charles and Vickie Niemann 

Chris Niemann 

Joyce Niemann (H) 

Noel Niemann 

Becky Olsen 

Shirley Olson 

Susan Quigley & Delia McGinnis 

David & Janet Robertson 

Dr. William Roes (B) 

Heather Rogers 

Dulcie Schillinger (H)  

Myvnwy & Frank Shirley (P) 

Colleen & Frank Slater  

Gail Sparks (B)  

Gerald & Linda Strand 

Linda & Steve Strittmatter 

Marjorie Summerfelt (L) 

Donald Tjossem & Becky Alexander 

Clark & Barbara Van Bogart 

Betsy & Doug Wheeler 

John Whitman 

Robert & Mabel Whitman 

Margot Webb 

Gordon and Danna Webster (P) 

Cathy & Ted Williams (P) 

Cynthia & Bart Wolfe 

Derek Young 

 

This is our current list.  If you do not find your name and believe you paid 

your dues, please let us know. 

Send to KPHS,  17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA 98394 

KPHS Members as of  

June 1, 2016 

Ronda Anderson & Tom Eshom  

Christine & Kurt Anderson (P)  

Betty Beal 

Kellie Bennett  

Leona Britt (H)  

Mavis & Ken Brown 

Marguerite Bussard 

Nancy & Lynn Carr 

Tony and Nicole Carr 

Jamie & John Crase 

Lucille Daniel 

Dick & Julie Day 

Sally S. Davis (P) 

Joe & Peggy Dervaes 

Bob Evans & Eloise Richardson (P)  

Evelyn Evans & Family 

Elvin Floberg 

Helen Fravel  

Walter Graham  

Rich & Joy Hanson 

Barbara & George Heard 

Phyllis Henry 

Rich & Connie Hildahl 

Tom & Nancy Howard 

Rob Hord & Ondine Bonser 

Diane Jackman 

Curtis Knudson 

Betsy Kruse and Bill Drummond 

Fred Leenstra 

Darcie Long 

Leila & George Luginbill 

Mary Mazur 

Margo & Bruce MacDonald 

Jim McDonald 

Joseph & Nancy Mercado 

Paul & Elise Michaels 

Loyd & Sharon Miller 

D — Donor 

P — Patron 

B — Business 

L —  Lifetime 

H — Honorary 

Annual Fund Donors for 2016 

Kurt & Christine Anderson 

Betty Beal 

Gayle & Shirley Brewer 

Marguerite Bussard 

Lucille Daniel 

Sally S. Davis 

Dick & Julie Day 

Anne & Robert Delaney 

Joe & Peggy Dervaes 

Evelyn Evans & Family 

Helen Fravel 

Elvin Floberg 

Joy & Rich Hanson 

Phyllis Henry 

Rob Hord & Ondine Bonser 

Tom & Nancy Howard 

Curt Knudson – memorial to Michael Mills 

Fred Leenstra 

Virginia Liebergesell 

Lynn & Bill Lloyd 

Leila & George Luginbill 

Mary Anne H. MacDonald 

Mary Mazur 

Joe & Nancy Mercado 

Loyd & Sharon Miller 

Judy & Don Mills 

Richard Minor 

Charlie Morgan 

William & Carland Nicholson 

Chris Niemann 

Susan Quigley & Delia McGinnis 

David & Janet Robertson – memorial to Elsie Olson 

Heather Rogers 

Myvnwy & Frank Shirley  

Gail Sparks 

Gerald & Linda Strand 

Don Tjossem & Becky Alexander 

Clark & Barbara Van Bogart 

Margot Webb – memorial to Duane Fleming 

Betsy & Doug Wheeler 

John Whitman 

Robert & Mabel Whitman 

Cathy & Ted Williams 

Derek Young 

Key Peninsula Historical Society 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the Key Peninsula Historical Society is to gather, record, preserve and disseminate information on 

the history of the Pierce County area generally known as the “Key Peninsula,” so that succeeding generations of 

residents will have a firm and accurate record from early exploration and settlement to the present.  

Memorials — 2016 
Joyce Niemann in memory of Barbara Hanna 

Joyce Niemann in memory of Russell Stock 

 

Membership is important and can be a great gift for birthdays, Christmas or thank you’s.   2016 dues were payable by December 31, 

2015, to be current, but your membership is extremely important to us at any time as the strong foundation of the Key Peninsula Historical 

Society. Have you thought about the value of our historical society to our community? 

Together we: 

1. Collect, preserve, study, interpret, share the history of the Key Peninsula. 

2. Act as a resource for research to individuals, families, businesses, organizations, governments, schools and authors. 

3. Encourage members of the community to explore and celebrate our ongoing history. 

4.  Develop community bonds between friends and neighbors. 

The following is our 2016 membership list. 



Attention All Fred Meyer Rewards Card Users: 
Please Note the Renewal Date for your Rewards Card 

Can you identify  

this object? 

First correct answer wins a 

copy of Logging the Great 

Forests by Leroy Challender. 

 

Respond to our email address 

at kphsmuseum@gmail.com 

 

mailto:kphsmuseum@gmail.com


Fred Meyer Community Rewards Program                                                                                                               

Fred Meyer will donate up to $2.5 million each year to non-profit organizations like the Key Peninsula Historical 

Society. All you have to do is link your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to the Key Peninsula Historical Society or use our 

NPO (non-profit number) #81208.  You can also use our name -- Key Peninsula Historical Society.  Every time you 

shop at Fred Meyer and use your Rewards Card, a portion of the purchase price will be donated to support the 

museum.      www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4 

  

'B' Caring Program through Bartell's Drug Stores 

Next time you visit your local Bartell's ask for a B Caring card application and designate the  

Key Peninsula Historical Society  as your non-profit of choice and up to 4% of your purchase price will be donated to 

the Museum. Already have a card and want to add KPHS? Log into your account online or call 800-931-6258 and add 

the Key Peninsula Historical Society.         http://www.bartelldrugs.com/b-caring-card 

  

AmazonSmile Program 

Do you shop at Amazon.com? If you do Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile 

purchases to Key Peninsula Historic Society whenever you shop on AmazonSmile. AmazonSmile is the same 

Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service. Just log in using the following link and you can get 

started. https://smile.amazon.com 

 

The projects of the Key Peninsula Historical Society and Museum would not be possible without the 

generous support of  our members and donors.  

Ways you can support our efforts to preserve 

and present the history of the  

Key Peninsula  

Museum Store 
Our museum store offers a variety of books, mugs, t-shirts, maps and family tree charts. . If you are looking gifts while our store is 

closed, please call  253-884-2511 for a special opening to buy a bit of KP history.  

Videos 
On your next visit to the museum be sure to ask the docent to show you our videos on logging:  “Steam Logging in History and 

Models,” “Spar Tree,” the “Geoduck Film” and “Our Town.” 

Peninsula High School Scholarship 
This year we participated in the valuable scholarship program at PHS.  In an effort to increase our support  for next year we are 

asking you to save and send us your Food Market receipts so we can receive 1% of the sales through the generosity of  your local 

Food Market in Key Center and Lake Kathryn.  You can either drop off the receipts at the museum or send to KPHS at 17010 S. 

Vaughn Rd. KPN at Vaughn, WA. 98394. 

Memorial Donations  
All memorial donations are used to preserve and present the history of the Key Peninsula and are a wonderful way to remember 

loved ones and friends.  

http://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4
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Key Peninsula Historical Society 

www.keypeninsulamuseum.org 

17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN 

Vaughn, WA 98394 

You can help! 

Short on funds but you want to help the museum this year? Here  are some ideas that might work for you: 

• Be a docent for the museum.  

Help keep the museum open by donating three hours once or twice a month on Tuesdays or Saturdays. 

• Help us compute. 

Share your computer skills with those who are  just learning. 

• Help us sort and categorize current items in the museum. 

• Help us with some carpentry and other maintenance projects. 

• We need representation on the board from the Wauna and Horseshoe Lake area. 

Call 253.884.2511 or 253.884.5403 to find out what skills you can contribute to your museum. 

 

KPHS 2015 Board Members 

President 

Judy Mills 

Vice President 

Bob Whitman 

Treasurer 

Cathy Williams 

Secretary 

Darcie Long 

Membership 

Bob Whitman and Judy Mills 

Store Manager 

Dulcie Schillinger 

Docent Calendar 

Mavis Brown 

Publicity 

Colleen Slater 

Education 

Christine Anderson 

Grants 

Don Tjossem 

PHS Scholarship Receipts 

Mavis Brown 

Oral History 

Colleen Slater, Bob Whitman, Bob Evans, 

Eloise Richardson 

Sunshine 

Betty VanSlyke 

Program Coordinator 

Christine Anderson 

Facebook 

Leila Luginbill 

Webmaster 

Rob Hord 

Special Projects 

Don Mills, Paul Michaels, Bob Whitman – General 

Newsletter, Publications 

Cathy Williams 

Members at Large 

Colleen Slater – Vaughn 

Shirley Olson – Key Center 

Christine Anderson – Longbranch 

Cathy Williams – Home 

Jim Greetham – Lakebay 

Paul Michaels – Glencove 

Robert Whitman – Minter Creek 

Danna Webster – Rocky Bay  

Betty VanSlyke – at large 

Darcie Long – at large 

Ron Schillnger – at large 

Marjorie Summerfelt – at large 

Joyce Neimann – President Emeritus 

Wauna – Open 

Herron – Open 


