
Dear Members and Friends, 

As the year rolls to an end, I am grateful for the opportunity to serve as your President and amazed at all that is accomplished for 

our unique Key Peninsula Historical Society.  Your board  is a  small, but mighty group of volunteers from the membership who 

bring a variety of skills including teachers, artists, bankers, business persons, architects, engineers, technology experts, 

homemakers and retired folks from many walks of life.  Each person brings a love of history and willingness to work together for the 

betterment of our group and the whole community. 

Our goal is to preserve our history while presenting it to the widest audience possible.  We feel it is especially important that the 

youth of our community understand and appreciate their roots on the Key Peninsula. 

We value your continued membership and support while inviting you to join us for the rewarding experience of working with your 

neighbors toward the many projects of the society.  Our future holds continuing activities of restoration at the Vaughn Library Hall, 

presenting to our school age children and community, preservation of precious artifacts,  developing exciting exhibits, maintaining 

our museum and much, much more. 

Tuesday mornings from 10 a.m. until done  – or tired – are our regular museum work days.  Please give me a call or email and I 

know we can find a project or activity to your liking. 

With Best Wishes for the Holiday Season, 

Judy A. Mills, President 

253-884-2511 or djmills@centurytel.net 

The  Board and docents: Robert Whitman, VP; Cathy Williams, Treas; Darcie Long, Sec; Dulcie Schillinger, Mavis Brown, Colleen 

Slater, Christine Anderson, Don Tjossem, Rob Hord, Leila Luginbill, Betty Van Slyke, Paul Michaels, Ron Schilllinger, Diane 

Jackman, Becky Alexander, Jim Greetham, Marjorie Summerfelt, Joyce Niemann, Eloise Richardson, Bob Evans, Cynthia Wolfe, 

Bart Wolfe, Betty Beal, and Joe Dervaes 
  
Visit us on Facebook at : www.facebook.com/KPHistoricalSociety  and at our new website keypeninsulamuseum.org 

Email  us: kphsmuseum@gmail.com 
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Key Peninsula Historical Society  

Goals for 2017  (developed October 11, 2016) 

Goal A:  Preserve our history 

• Continue to scan photos and information. 

• Copy binders for public use. 

• Begin restoration/preservation work on Vaughn Library Hall. 

  

Goal B:  Present our history 

• Provide educational opportunities to school children and other 

community groups. 

• Complete historical markers at Gateway Park and Minter  

                  WATCH your mailbox for our Annual Fund and Membership dues card.  

MUSEUM IS CLOSED DURING DECEMBER AND JANUARY FOR DEVELOPMENT OF NEW EXHIBITS, PLANNING AND 

WINTER WORK.  MOST TUESDAYS  ARE WORKDAYS, SO COME JOIN US FOR SOME FUN AND DISCOVERY OF THINGS 

YOU DIDN’T KNOW WE HAD.  10:00am till done.   

Bring a snack or lunch to keep up your strength If in doubt, call 253-884-2511. 

http://www.facebook.com/KPHistoricalSociety
keypeninsulamuseum.org
mailto:kphsmuseum@gmail.com


A Big Thank You to Our Community Support  Network 

Subway, Key Center 

Angel Guild, Key Center 

Rusty Roots Bluegrass Band 

Key Peninsula Parks 

Key Peninsula Civic Center 

Longbranch Improvement Club  

   and Marina 

Blue Grass Minstrels Band 

Towey Productions, LLC 

Lighthouse Coffee 

ARC, Tacoma 

El Sombrero Family Mexican Restaurant, Key Center 

Food Market, Key Center 

Trader Joe’s, University Place 

Cash and Carry, Bremerton 

Purdy Costless Pharmacy 

Albertson’s, North Gig Harbor 

Cape E Farm and Vineyard 

Home Association Band, led by Dr. Roes 

Ben Cheney Foundation 

Main and Vine 

Fred Meyer 

Olde Glencove Hotel 

Cabin by the Sound 

Thank You 

What is it?   In the last issue of the MM we 

showed a picture for you to identify.  Gail Sparks 

correctly identified the stancion that was used to 

restrain cows for milking, etc. She reported that her 

father, Elmer Olson, gave her one that had been 

used on Sunnycrest Farm, her childhood home. 

 

Thank You some more! 

A big thanks to Don Stolz and those of you who shop at our local food Market where your receipts earn us 1%. The 

museum has just received a check for $244.74. This money supports our Peninsula High School Scholarship Fund. 

Also, a big thanks to Cathy and Pablo do la Cruz and staff for another fun and successful night out at El Sombrero. 

Because of you, our diners, and their generosity, we realized $300.00 which will also be added to the PHS 

Scholarship Fund. 

Check this out! 
Please check out our Web page and read our Webmaster Rob Hord’s blog to see the most recent happenings, 

including updates on the Vaughn Library Hall project.  Also, if you have any memories of spending time at the 

Hall, or any pictures, especially of the inside, we would be most appreciative if you would share that 

information with us. 

Can you identify this object? First correct answer wins a copy of 

Logging the Great Forests by  

Leroy Challender. 

 

Respond to our email address at 

kphsmuseum@gmail.com 

 

mailto:kphsmuseum@gmail.com


The William Crevistons arrived in the this picturesque cove off Carr Inlet in 1871 and named it Lakebay. 

 

Ernest Cooper and his family arrived in 1904 and bought the Lichtenburg house. Ernest was the postmaster in 

Lakebay from 1904-1915. The hotel business started in a small way, with Mrs. Cooper renting rooms to transient 

traveling salesmen. The “drummers,” as they were known, came in groups from Tacoma on board a small launch, 

taking orders from local stores along the shoreline.  

 

The Lakebay store was torn down in 1915. About the same time, the main house next door was enlarged, more 

than doubling guest capacity. At the end of each summer, the Penrose family who had been camping on their 

property at the point, would close up their camp and spend their last night at the Cooper Hotel. After breakfast 

they would catch one of the Mosquito Fleet boats back to Tacoma. 

. 

Ernest’s step-daughter Dolly became the postmaster in March of 1915 until 1923. The Coopers had the first 

“central” telephone in Lakebay.  

 

Although the hotel burned down in 1922, Mrs. Cooper continued hotel accommodations by remodeling and 

enlarging a nearby cottage that was part of the Lakebay Resort. 

 

In the 1930s, Dr. Johnson had a clinic in the Cooper house. In the mid-1950s, the house was the church 

parsonage. Today it stands vacant. 

Cooper’s Hotel in Lakebay 

Cooper’s Hotel about 1915. After it 

burned in 1922, the hotel moved 

into the cottage next door, which 

was enlarged.  

 

Below: 

As it stands today. 

Cooper’s Hotel burns, 1922. 

From Our Current Exhibit 



Recent Activities   

New shelving in the museum office  

thanks to an Angel Guild gift, 2016 

Vaughn Library Hall clean-up 

Bob Whitman and Colleen Slater, Farm Tour 2016 

Christmas Tree  

for auction, 2016 

Visitors at booth,  

Open House 2016 

Children playing, Open House 2016 



This ’n That… 

Projects, etc.  — Under Construction 

New Project — Lakebay Co-op 
Cathy Williams has agreed to work with Mark Scott, owner of the Lakebay Marina, to help him establish Landmark 

status for the marina.  Since the marina itself is a more recent addition to the site, the Landmarks Commission is 

more interested in the history of the building and dock where the marina now resides. The building was erected in 
1928 as the Lakebay Washington Cooperative Egg and Poultry Association. However, there is not much 

documentation on the Lakebay Co-op. If you have any information, pictures or memories of the Lakebay Co-op, 

please contact Cathy at 253-884-2994 (Home) or email at tedandcathywilliams@gmail.com.  Any and all help with 

this project is very much appreciated. 

Vaughn Library Hall 
As previously announced, on October 13 we became the owners of the historic Vaughn Library Hall.  Volunteers 

Paul, Bart, Bob, Don, Becky, Ron, Rob, Eloise, Bob, Don, Leila and Judy are busy clearing debris while discovering 

a few artifacts and items for a future yard sale..  The main floor is mostly cleaned out and staged with metal items, 

glass, paint products and paper/cardboard to be recycled.  There have been 8 loads to the dump, 2 scrap loads so 

far and 3 scrap wood loads burned.   An interior closet was removed to find original bead board wainscot on the  

wall.  The location of the original stage has also been determined. We are still taking it slow so that we don’t 

jeopardize any evidence of past history.  As time goes by we will be calling on others who have volunteered for this 

very exciting project.  Judy is working on obtaining our tax-exempt status and is getting mixed messages from the 

State.  If anyone has expertise in this area, please call Judy Mills at  at 253-884-2511 or 253-225-9759.  Help would 

be greatly appreciated.   

Congratulations! 

Landmarks Commission Grant 
News was received from the Pierce County Landmarks Commission via Chad Williams that our preservation 

grant request to fund “Making our History Visible” was approved on November 15, by the Council.  Thank you to 

Christine Anderson for her skill and effort in writing this $4,000 grant.  It will be used to erect porcelain signs, 

designed by Board Member Paul Michaels, at Gateway Park and the undeveloped Minter Park telling the history 

of the areas.  

Certificates of Appreciation 
Ranger Janet Shonk at Penrose Point State Park sent certificates of appreciation to Christine Anderson, Judy 

Mills and Cathy Williams “in recognition and appreciation of your contribution and support to the goals of 

Washington State Parks by conducting interpretive programs at Penrose Point State Park.” 

Holiday Tree Celebration at the Key Peninsula  

Lutheran Church, December 3, 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.   

R.S.V.P. to Trish Price at  (253) 255-5455. Our tree, decorated  

with pictures from our archives of "Building on the Past," will be auctioned at that event. 

So long to a good friend 
We have had to say so long to our good friend Betty Van Slyke who has moved to the Kent area to be closer to 

her family.  She has been a long-time resident of Vaughn and is part of the pioneer VanSlyke family through 

spouse, Russ.  Betty has been a faithful servant to the museum as a Board Member, Docent, Sunshine chairman, 

volunteer for special events and did anything else she was asked to do.  We will miss her cheerful and friendly 

nature, wish her well in her new home and hope she will be able to come for a visit once in a while.   

mailto:tedandcathywilliams@gmail.com
tel:(253) 255-5455
tel:(253) 255-5455
tel:(253) 255-5455


Museum Activities — 2017 

Calendar of Events Date and Time 

Close for Winter November 22, 2016; re-open February 4, 2017 

Auction of our Christmas Tree at the KP Lutheran Church 

See our Webpage for details 

December 3, 2016 

Weekly Work Parties Tuesdays,  10:00am ‘til done 

Museum reopens with new exhibit:  “Then and Now” Saturday, Feb. 4  1:00–4:00pm 

El Sombrero Fundraiser Monday, March 6 from 5:00–9:00pm 

Annual Membership Meeting 

Election of Officers.  Bring something to share and your table service. 

Saturday, March 18, 12 noon to 3:00pm 

KPHS Spring Open House and Livable Community Fair Saturday, May 13  10:00 – 3:00pm 

Penrose Park Presentation on Camping at Penrose Park  (3 events) 

Stories of the early campers – from the Puget Salish People to the Penrose family 

June 15, 8:00pm;  July 20, 8:00pm; August 17, 7:00pm 

Farm Tour Booth 

Gateway Park, Key Peninsula Parks 

Saturday, October 7   10:00am – 4:00pm 

Annual Planning Retreat Tuesday, October 17    10:00am – 4:00pm 

El Sombrero Fundraiser, Key Center Monday, Oct 23 from 5:00–9:00pm 

Teacher Open House TBA 

Little Buddies visit to the museum TBA – October or November 

Appreciation Open House/Winter Warm-up Saturday, Nov. 11  10:00am – 3:00pm 

Additional Education Opportunities Available Upon Request 

• Home School: History of the Key Peninsula Forest 

• Boy and Girl Scouts: Museum visit and KP History 

• History of Penrose Park 

• Classroom visits 

Society board meetings are held the first Tuesday of the Month year around.  10:30 coffee and memories.  11:00 meeting starts. All are welcome. 

Weekly work parties – 10:00am 

Key Peninsula Historical Society Membership Form 
Name: 

Address: 

 

E-mail: 

Phone:  

Level of membership:    Single - $10    Family - $25    Patron - $100    Business - $50    VIP –$250     Life Time – $1,000 or more 

  New    Renew 

Museum donation or gift:         Total       Check               Cash 

Are you interested in volunteering?   Yes   No   Maybe later 

Mail to: Key Peninsula Historical Society, 17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA 98394.  

 

Remember that with our switch to a calendar year 

dues are due December 31, 2016 and are payable now. 
Individual $10, Family $25, Patron $100, Business $50, VIP $250, 

Life Time $1,000 



Museum Business 

Paul & Elise Michaels 

Loyd & Sharon Miller 

Don & Judy Mills 

Martin & Robin Mills & Family 

Kristine, Gabe & Zack Mills 

Matthew & Lisa Mills & Family 

Richard Minor (P) 

Charlie Morgan 

Jud Morris  

William & Carland Nicholson 

Beverly Niemann 

Charles & Vickie Niemann 

Chris Niemann 

Joyce Niemann (H) 

Noel Niemann 

Walter Nordleaf 

Rita O’Dell 

Becky Olsen 

Shirley Olson 

Susan Quigley & Delia McGinnis 

Olive Bell Reid 

David & Janet Robertson 

Dr. William Roes (B) 

Heather Rogers 

Dulcie Schillinger (H)  

Myvnwy & Frank Shirley (P) 

Colleen & Frank Slater  

Gail Sparks (B)  

Brooke & Kim Stephens 

Gerald & Linda Strand 

Linda & Steve Strittmatter 

Marjorie Summerfelt (L) 

Donald Tjossem & Becky Alexander 

Clark & Barbara Van Bogart 

Betsy & Doug Wheeler 

John Whitman 

Robert & Mabel Whitman 

Margot Webb 

Gordon & Danna Webster (P) 

Cathy & Ted Williams (P) 

Cynthia & Bart Wolfe 

Derek Young 

 
This is our current list.  If you do not find your name and believe you paid 

your dues, please let us know. 

Send to KPHS,  17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA 98394 

KPHS Members as of  

June 1, 2016 

David & Gail Coblentz Alskog 

Ronda Anderson & Tom Eshom  

Christine & Kurt Anderson (P)  

Betty Beal 

Kellie Bennett  

Leona Britt (H)  

Mavis & Ken Brown 

Marguerite Bussard 

Nancy & Lynn Carr 

Tony & Nicole Carr 

Jamie & John Crase 

Michael Dadisman 

Lucille Daniel 

Dick & Julie Day 

Sally S. Davis (P) 

Joe & Peggy Dervaes 

Sandy Elken 

Bob Evans & Eloise Richardson (P)  

Evelyn Evans & Family 

Elvin Floberg 

Helen Fravel  

Walter Graham  

Rich & Joy Hanson 

Barbara & George Heard 

Phyllis Henry 

Rich & Connie Hildahl 

Tom & Nancy Howard 

Rob Hord & Ondine Bonser 

Diane Jackman 

Tim Kezele (B) 

Curtis Knudson 

Betsy Kruse & Bill Drummond 

Fred Leenstra 

Darcie Long 

Leila & George Luginbill 

Mary Mazur 

Margo & Bruce MacDonald 

Jim McDonald 

Joseph & Nancy Mercado 

D — Donor 

P — Patron 

B — Business 

L —  Lifetime 

H — Honorary 

Annual Fund Donors for 2016 

Kurt & Christine Anderson 

Betty Beal 

Gayle & Shirley Brewer 

Marguerite Bussard 

Lucille Daniel 

Sally S. Davis 

Dick & Julie Day 

Anne & Robert Delaney 

Joe & Peggy Dervaes 

Evelyn Evans & Family 

Helen Fravel 

Elvin Floberg 

Joy & Rich Hanson 

Phyllis Henry 

Rob Hord & Ondine Bonser 

Tom & Nancy Howard 

Curt Knudson – memorial to Michael Mills 

Fred Leenstra 

Virginia Liebergesell 

Lynn & Bill Lloyd 

Leila & George Luginbill 

Mary Anne H. MacDonald 

Mary Mazur 

Joe & Nancy Mercado 

Loyd & Sharon Miller 

Judy & Don Mills 

Richard Minor 

Charlie Morgan 

William & Carland Nicholson 

Chris Niemann 

Susan Quigley & Delia McGinnis 

David & Janet Robertson – memorial to Elsie Olson 

Heather Rogers 

Myvnwy & Frank Shirley  

Gail Sparks 

Gerald & Linda Strand 

Don Tjossem & Becky Alexander 

Clark & Barbara Van Bogart 

Margot Webb – memorial to Duane Fleming 

Betsy & Doug Wheeler 

John Whitman 

Robert & Mabel Whitman 

Cathy & Ted Williams 

Derek Young 

Key Peninsula Historical Society 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the Key Peninsula Historical Society is to gather, record, preserve and disseminate information on the history of the 

Pierce County area generally known as the “Key Peninsula,” so that succeeding generations of residents will have a firm and 

accurate record from early exploration and settlement to the present.  

Memorials — 2016 
Joyce Niemann in memory of Barbara Hanna 

Joyce Niemann in memory of Russell Stock 

Margo & Leroy Danforth, Judy & Don Mills, Lucille Daniels in memory of Evelyn Evans 

 

Membership is important and can be a great gift for birthdays, Christmas or thank you’s.   2016 dues were payable by December 31, 2015, to be 

current, but your membership is extremely important to us at any time as the strong foundation of the Key Peninsula Historical Society. Have you thought 

about the value of our historical society to our community? 

Together we: 

1. Collect, preserve, study, interpret, share the history of the Key Peninsula. 

2. Act as a resource for research to individuals, families, businesses, organizations, governments, schools and authors. 

3. Encourage members of the community to explore and celebrate our ongoing history. 

4.  Develop community bonds between friends and neighbors. 

Membership for 2017 

Donna & Gary Docken (L) 

Phyllis Henry (P) 

Gail Sparks (P) 

Jan & Denny Prichard 

Karen Kiehlmeir 

Carland & William Nicholson 

Glen Pszczola (B) 

Elaine Quigley 

 

Annual Fund Donors for 2017 

Karen Kiehlmeir 

Carland & William Nicholson 





Fred Meyer Community Rewards Program                                                                                                               

Fred Meyer will donate up to $2.5 million each year to non-profit organizations like the Key Peninsula Historical 

Society. All you have to do is link your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to the Key Peninsula Historical Society or use our 

NPO (non-profit number) #81208.  You can also use our name -- Key Peninsula Historical Society.  Every time you 

shop at Fred Meyer and use your Rewards Card, a portion of the purchase price will be donated to support the 

museum.      www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4 

  

'B' Caring Program through Bartell's Drug Stores 

Next time you visit your local Bartell's ask for a B Caring card application and designate the  

Key Peninsula Historical Society  as your non-profit of choice and up to 4% of your purchase price will be donated to 

the Museum. Already have a card and want to add KPHS? Log into your account online or call 800-931-6258 and add 

the Key Peninsula Historical Society.         http://www.bartelldrugs.com/b-caring-card 

  

AmazonSmile Program 

Do you shop at Amazon.com? If you do Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile 

purchases to Key Peninsula Historic Society whenever you shop on AmazonSmile. AmazonSmile is the same 

Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service. Just log in using the following link and you can get 

started. https://smile.amazon.com 

 

The projects of the Key Peninsula Historical Society and Museum would not be possible without the 

generous support of  our members and donors.  

Ways you can support our efforts to preserve 

and present the history of the  

Key Peninsula  

Museum Store 
Our museum store offers a variety of books, mugs, t-shirts, maps and family tree charts. . If you are looking gifts while our store is 

closed, please call  253-884-2511 for a special opening to buy a bit of KP history.  

Videos 
On your next visit to the museum be sure to ask the docent to show you our videos on logging:  “Steam Logging in History and 

Models,” “Spar Tree,” the “Geoduck Film” and “Our Town.” 

Peninsula High School Scholarship 
This year we participated in the valuable scholarship program at PHS.  In an effort to increase our support  for next year we are 

asking you to save and send us your Food Market receipts so we can receive 1% of the sales through the generosity of  your local 

Food Market in Key Center and Lake Kathryn.  You can either drop off the receipts at the museum or send to KPHS at 17010 S. 

Vaughn Rd. KPN at Vaughn, WA. 98394. 

Memorial Donations  
All memorial donations are used to preserve and present the history of the Key Peninsula and are a wonderful way to remember 

loved ones and friends.  

http://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4
http://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4
http://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4
http://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4
http://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4
http://www.bartelldrugs.com/b-caring-card
http://www.bartelldrugs.com/b-caring-card
http://www.bartelldrugs.com/b-caring-card
http://www.bartelldrugs.com/b-caring-card
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https://smile.amazon.com/
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Key Peninsula Historical Society 

www.keypeninsulamuseum.org 

17010 S. Vaughn Rd. KPN 

Vaughn, WA 98394 

You can help! 

Short on funds but you want to help the museum this year? Here  are some ideas that might work for you: 

• Be a docent for the museum.  

Help keep the museum open by donating three hours once or twice a month on Tuesdays or Saturdays. 

• Help us compute. 

Share your computer skills with those who are  just learning. 

• Help us sort and categorize current items in the museum. 

• Help us with some carpentry and other maintenance projects. 

• We need representation on the board from the Wauna and Horseshoe Lake area. 

Call 253.884.2511 or 253.884.5403 to find out what skills you can contribute to your museum. 

 

KPHS 2015 Board Members 

President 

Judy Mills 

Vice President 

Bob Whitman 

Treasurer 

Cathy Williams 

Secretary 

Darcie Long 

Membership 

Bob Whitman and Judy Mills 

Store Manager 

Dulcie Schillinger 

Docent Calendar 

Mavis Brown 

Publicity 

Colleen Slater 

Education 

Christine Anderson 

Grants 

Don Tjossem 

PHS Scholarship Receipts 

Mavis Brown 

Oral History 

Colleen Slater, Bob Whitman, Bob Evans, 

Eloise Richardson 

Sunshine 

Mavis Brown 

Program Coordinator 

Christine Anderson 

Facebook 

Leila Luginbill 

Webmaster 

Rob Hord 

Special Projects 

Don Mills, Paul Michaels, Bob Whitman, Bart Wolfe 

Newsletter, Publications 

Cathy Williams 

Members at Large 

Colleen Slater – Vaughn 

Shirley Olson – Key Center 

Christine Anderson – Longbranch 

Cathy Williams – Home 

Jim Greetham – Lakebay 

Paul Michaels – Glencove 

Robert Whitman – Minter Creek 

Danna Webster – Rocky Bay  

Betty VanSlyke – at large 

Darcie Long – at large 

Ron Schillnger – at large 

Marjorie Summerfelt – at large 

Joyce Neimann – President Emeritus 

Wauna – Open 

Herron – Open 


